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STATE OF THE PARISH
State of the Parish Stewardship Report - July 2020
by Fr. Robert Seraph Aliunzi, AJ
Last year, I gave my 4th State of the Parish Address
in the Church, sharing with you what I saw at the
time God doing here in our parish through you
as Stewards of His many gifts. I pointed out some
of the many blessings and successes we enjoyed
as we pursued the implementation of our four
strategic goals as a parish. I also shared the plans
we laid out for this past year. However, this year’s
report is going to be radically different due to the
very unexpected assault on our normal lives by the
COVID-19 pandemic which severely affected the
last four months of our fiscal year. For this reason,
I am not able to present the report with you being
physically present, as I did for the last four years.
Consequently, this particular report will be very
brief. I hope to present you details of it in future
Friday Flash articles. Despite this however, I must
say that we were, nevertheless, very blessed as a
parish in many ways in the different aspects of our
parish’s life. These aspects include in our Liturgical
life, Sacramental life, Spiritual and Devotional Life,
Financial life, Global Outreach and Caring Ministry
Involvement, among others. However, the following
are the key areas that I am going to highlight for
you.

1. SACRAMENTAL
STATE
AND SPIRITUAL
OF THE PARISH
LIFE OF THE PARISH
In general, we had very good sacramental and
spiritual growth in our parish. Until the said
disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
our religious education and adult formation and
spiritual lives were running very smoothly.
Our Life Teen program was very vibrant and
ministered to over 70 teens in our parish, effectively
meeting their pastoral, spiritual, and growth-related
needs. We are very fortunate to have a very active
Life Teen Core Team who are devoted to assisting
our youth on this journey.
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In our Elementary and Middle School Children’s
Religious Education Programs, we served 437
children, categorized as follows:
a) Elementary RE (Traditional RE + COGS
Kindergarten) – 380 children

		

b) COGS (Pre-school) - 45 Children
c) Special Needs (Grade 2 – 5) - 12 Children
d) EDGE (Middle School) - 60 Children

				

SACRAMENTAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE (CONT.)
Sacraments administered and yet-to-beadministered:
Baptisms				101		
First Reconciliations			

81		

First /communions			

110		

Confirmations			

110		

Holy Matrimony			

24		

RCIA					8		
Received into full Communion

6		

Sacrament of the Sick		

76		

Funeral/Memorial Masses		

27		

Graveside Services			12		

*First Reconciliation, Holy Communion, and
Confirmations have not taken place due to
Covid-19

2. FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP OF THE PARISH
a) Parish Revenue – fiscal Year 20192020 X1000
TOTAL REVENUE for fiscal year 2019-2020 =
$1,922,000.00
BUDGET REVENUE = $2,075,311.00

			

b) Parish Expenses X1000

TOTAL EXPENSES for fiscal year 2019-2020 =
$1,764,000.00
BUDGET EXPENSES = $2,075,311.00
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP (CONT.)
c) Plate Collection for the last five years, ending
in fiscal year June 2020
Plate Collection 2016		

$1,630,493.27

Plate Collection 2017		

$1,492,234.56

Plate Collection 2018		

$1,349,013.48

Plate Collection 2019		

$1,340,001.86

Plate Collection 2020		

$1,296,544.03

3. COVID-19 THROUGH THE LENS OF STEWARDSHIP
In general, as I have already pointed out, our year
has been very good as we were blessed in very
many ways until the sudden disruptions caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic at the beginning of
the year. One of the major undertakings we were
successfully involved in earlier in the fiscal year was
the diocesan-wide capital campaign, “Together
Let Us Go Forth (Juntos Sigamos Adelante)”. Our
overall goal of money to raise both in cash and in
pledges in that campaign was $1,900,000 for the
next five years. Of this, we were able to raise a
pledge of $1,400,000.00 towards our overall goal by
the end of last December 2019. 35% of this revenue
($490,000.00) will be returned to our parish while
the rest will fund specific evangelization goals of the
diocese which were explained at throughout the
campaign.
Our bi-annual disbursement from the cash so far
collected from the pledges was released in February
2020 in the amount of $56,000.00. The second
disbursement is expected next month, August 2020,
and I will inform you of the amount once received.
This revenue was meant to fund specific parish
goals identified at the beginning of the campaign,
which included:
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• Completion of the sanctuary renovation and
paying off the remaining loan ($252,837.00)
• Completion of the placement of two statues and
mural work within our sanctuary
• Supplementing the existing maintenance fund
which will be used to re-purpose the pews, update
the church flooring, and remodeling the baptismal
font.
However, due to the afore-mentioned severe
disruption of our parish life by the pandemic, which
affected our finances with a reduction of over 60% in
our plate income, implementation of these projects
will be put on hold for the time being. I am confident
to inform you, nevertheless, that during this very
challenging time, our finances were very prudently
managed. This was partly because, once notified
about the Covid-19 induced suspension of Masses
and the drastic reduction in offertory, our Finance
Council and the Diocese made recommendations to
address the situation which we took very seriously
and promptly. Unfortunately, some of those steps
involved the reduction in the number of staff from
25 to 15. Painful as these measures were, this
helped us not only to reduce our expenses but also
to provide some temporary financial security to
ensure that we were able to continue providing our

				

COVID-19 AND STEWARDSHIP (CONT.)
mission-critical services to you all, uninterrupted.
We were able to do this because, I believe, we took
seriously our call to be good stewards of all the
things that the Lord has given us.

benefit from this offer, but also to provide us with a
predictable and stable cash flow upon which we can
plan our current and future pastoral and spiritual
activities to serve you better.

I am also very grateful to many of you for the
generous one-time donations you made and for
increasing your offertory over and above what
you used to give in order to support our church
during these difficult times. This implies you have
truly grasped the fact that all the things you have,
(Time, Talent, and Treasure), despite the challenges
of the pandemic, are gifts from God to be used to
serve Him, our families, and our Church. This is
the essence of the stewardship that we have been
talking about as a way of life here in our parish.

We also anticipate that due to this pandemic, our
parish and spiritual lives will be drastically reordered, resulting into new needs and ways of
meeting them. Therefore, in order to determine
what those needs will be, we have introduced the
administering of parish surveys on various aspects
of our parish life. These surveys will be distributed
through our Friday Flash and then analyzed
and acted upon. I thank you very much for your
encouraging responses to our initial survey in June.
Your answers have been analyzed and appropriate
recommendations have been made to address your
needs. Please see the Monday Message posted on
our Facebook page from July 27, 2020 as I go over
some of the data and recommendations for you
there. These recommendations will inform us on
how we proceed moving forward.

Also, as I announced at the beginning of July, in
order to assist us with our finances during this
difficult time, a generous family has donated
$41,250.00 to be matched dollar-for-dollar for
everyone who has signed up for online recurring
donations to our parish beginning the month of July
through August 31, 2020. For those already signed
up for online recurring donations, if you increase
your existing offering by any amount, your entire
donation will be matched during this time. So, for
those of you who have not yet made the switch to
online donations from cash or check and those of
you still interested in becoming new contributors
to the parish, I invite you to do so; not only to

I thank you again, for your continued support to our
parish. It is my hope that we will continue to look
at this pandemic with the lenses of stewardship so
that we may take this moment as an opportunity to
grow closer to each other, to our parish, and above
all, to our God- rather than look at this as a curse. I
will write more in-depth about this in a future Friday
Flash article.
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PRIESTS AND THE PANDEMIC
Our Priests in a Time of
Pandemic
by Brian J. Tindell
The coronavirus pandemic has
swept the world causing enormous
suffering and disrupted lives
everywhere. It has seriously
impacted life at St. Andrew the
Apostle. Our priests, Father Robert
Seraph Aliunzi, AJ, Father Teilo
Lwande, AJ, and Father Edward
Urassa, AJ, have been tested as never
before in their efforts to guide our
parish through this challenging time.
The Diocese of Phoenix provided
broad directions for parish
operations during the pandemic, but
it has been up to local churches to
create their own protocols. Father
Robert convened a task force of 10
parishioners who created policy,
wrestled with logistics, and continue
to advise him. The biggest impact on
parish life has been the changes to
the regular mass schedule. All Easter
celebrations were canceled and no
one was allowed to attend mass for
many weeks. Through video and
internet technology, masses at St.
Andrew were livestreamed for home
viewing.
“All the Catholic priests became
televangelists,” says Father Teilo.
Father Robert recalls his first
experience holding mass in an
empty church was “horrible.” “It
was painful to see empty pews,”
Father Teilo remembers. “Mass is
a community event,” says Father
Edward. “There should be joy,
happiness. How I wish a miracle
can happen and this problem
disappears,” he continued. Now that
the faithful are allowed to attend
mass again, with severe restrictions,
it’s like a breath of fresh air to Father
Teilo.
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Our priests found new ways to
deliver sacraments, including “drive
thru” confessions in the parking lot.
Father Teilo held curbside talks with
young people. First communions
and confirmations had to be
postponed to the Fall. Weddings
were also delayed but baptisms
and funerals continued with masks,
distancing, and strict limits of ten
people in attendance. Some funerals
were livestreamed for those who
could not attend.
The ministry to the sick and dying
has been profoundly affected.
Some hospitals and hospices have
not allowed priests to visit and
minister to the ill. Those that have
allowed visits require temperature
checks, extensive paperwork, and
priests must cover themselves in
masks and gowns before they can
meet with the sick. There is even a
group of diocesan priests who have
volunteered to provide anointing to
dying COVID patients and remain
on 24-hour call. Tragically, there
have been Catholics who have had
to die alone with no family or priest
to attend to them, but our priests
provide sacraments and comfort
whenever they can.
The thriving religious education
program at St. Andrew was shaken
by the pandemic. There has been no
vacation Bible school. Father Teilo
observes, “we were all shaken up,
removed from our comfort zone.”
Children forced to stay at home felt
like they were “grounded,” but had
done nothing wrong. Father Teilo
began self-producing videos, with
Father Edward working the camera,
to provide children of the parish with
comfort and encouragement. He
reached out to parents and found
out what their kids were thinking,
then wrote scripts to address
children’s concerns. Videos were
sent out weekly to parents to share
with their children and Father Teilo
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invited kids to send in their photos
and drawings, which he would share
on subsequent shows. Kids started
to ask parents, “has Father Teilo sent
anything yet?” He also sent out video
messages to teenagers, particularly
those high school seniors who were
missing graduation festivities.
The pandemic forced Father Teilo
to “think outside the box.” “It took
awhile to accept that and get back to
a new way of doing things,” he says.
“I like the outcome.” He is planning
for in-person Religious Education
(“RE”) classes this fall and is closely
monitoring how local school districts
are planning for the new school year.
Our parish has also taken a severe
hit financially. There has been a
60% reduction in weekly collections,
which forced Father Robert to lay off
some staff, reduce hours for others
and impose a 20% pay cut on some.
An emergency government loan was
secured and allowed some staff to
be re-hired. Finances have improved
somewhat with the re-opening of
masses but the parish still faces
uncertainty. Parishioners responded
generously to Father Robert’s calls
for increased giving and more use of
online donations will provide a stable
income. Father Robert is concerned
but not worried. “God has never let
me down since childhood,” he says.
“God would never let the ship sink.”
So, why would a God of love allow a
pandemic to devastate the world and
cause such suffering and disruption
to our lives? Father Teilo recalls
that RE students were discussing
such ideas in classes last fall and
he hopes they remember those
lessons. “Our relationship with God
does not remove us from the human
experience of suffering,” he says.
The virus has taken many lives but
many others have been spared. We
don’t know why.

PRIESTS AND THE PANDEMIC (CONT.)
“When our time comes, we need to accept death,” Father
Teilo says. “It is inevitable.”
He hopes they remember those lessons. “Our
relationship with God does not remove us from the
human experience of suffering,” he says. The virus has
taken many lives but many others have been spared.
We don’t know why. “When our time comes, we need to
accept death,” Father Teilo says. “It is inevitable.”
Father Edward says that in the Bible there are stories of
people facing terrible conditions to remind them of the
presence of God. “In every situation, it allows us to see
God’s grace in it,” he explains. “It can give you a chance to
think, reflect, examine. It can lead to repentance and new
life.” Perhaps God is preparing us for a better future with
stronger families. “The focus of the church and the family

can be in line,” he says and when families are strong the
church will benefit. “At the end of the day, we know God
is there.”
Father Robert says that the suffering of humanity is
mainly caused by man’s disobedience. The disobedience
of some can affect everyone. “We want to be God,” he
says. “We want to replace God.” Yet God has provided
Christ and the sacraments to heal us and save us from
disobedience and sin.
“God knows everything,” observes Father Robert. He can
make a purpose out of the pandemic. “He didn’t cause it,
he allowed it but we don’t know why.” Perhaps our parish
and our priests can only recall what Our Lord said in the
Gospel of St. Matthew 6:10: “Thy will be done.”

KNIGHT’S CORNER
coast,” he continued.
In response to this initiative and the growing needs
of United Food Bank, which delivered 25% more
food in March than the month prior, in April, the
Knights organized an afternoon of packing food
bags at United food bank in Mesa. Over 20 Knights
and wives worked for a little over 2 hours to pack
boxes for food to be delivered to those in need.

The ongoing pandemic has upset the normal daily
lives of nearly all of us in one way or another.
The Knights of Columbus, in conjunction with an
initiative kicked off by Supreme Knights, have been
focused on helping to feed those in need.
“In addition to confronting the threat of the COVID
illness itself, we are facing a pandemic situation in
which hunger is a growing concern for an increasing
number of unemployed individuals and their
families,” explained Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson.
“As an organization, we have provided vital support
at key moments including during the 1918 flu
pandemic, during two world wars, and after natural
disasters. Our ‘Leave No Neighbor Behind’ initiative
continues that tradition, and we will work directly
with food banks to help ensure that food reaches
those most in need in communities from coast to

Rather than organize another afternoon of packing
boxes, the Knights took it upon themselves to
organize a Parish food drive. The Parishioners of
St. Andrew the Apostle came through again! The
Knights collected food from 8 AM to Noon on
Saturday, May 23rd, and in these four hours you, the
Parishioners, donated 48 boxes of food and $1000
in donations! United Food Bank was very impressed
with the drive and they said that a normal drive
would produce 5 to 10 boxes. Furthermore, they
said the $1000 in donations would be enough
to provide needy families with over 5000 meals.
Amazing!
For the Knights, organizing the drive and collecting
donations on Saturday was the easy
part. The kind-hearted sacrifice
that you, the Parishioners, continue
to demonstrate made it successful
beyond what we expected. Thank
you again and God Bless.
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RCIA
RCIA at St. Andrew the Apostle
by Charlie Johnston
By now, you’ve heard the term
“RCIA” more than a few times.
You have a vague understanding
that it’s what someone does if
they want to become Catholic,
but you really don’t know exactly
what’s involved. Perhaps you’ve
been attending Mass with your
spouse for a while and have
finally decided to officially
become a member of the Catholic
Church, or maybe you’re planning
a wedding to a Catholic and
want to join them in their faith
community, or you’re a Christian
from another faith tradition
and you’re interested in what
Catholics believe and why they
believe it. Even if you come from
some other place in your faith life
and have other reasons, you’ve
heard that RCIA would be a good
place to find answers to your
questions.
So, now that you’re interested,
you probably want to know
what this program is all about
and what to expect. This article
will answer some of the most
common questions about the
process.
1. How much is this going to cost?
Absolutely nothing! We do not
charge you a thing to attend the
presentations and go through the
program, and there is no cost to
receive the sacraments. Not only
is it free, but you usually end the
program with more than one free
book, and every Sunday morning
when RCIA meets coffee and
breakfast are provided.
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2. Do I have to make a
commitment to finish the program
once I start?
You are under no obligation to
complete the program. In fact,
at several major milestones
between your first RCIA meeting
and the Easter vigil, you will be
asked to examine yourself and
decide if you’d like to continue.
Joining the Catholic Church isn’t
something that can be imposed,
it must be freely chosen.
3. What should I expect during this
process?
The process begins with a
period called either “inquiry”
or “pre-catechumenate.” This
part of the overall journey
actually starts when you decide
to further explore the Catholic
Faith, whether formally enrolled
in RCIA or on your own. In our
parish, this period usually lasts
from Labor Day until the Rite of
Acceptance. For me, the period
of inquiry actually lasted almost
thirteen years, from when I first
felt called to the Faith until I
finally decided to formally join the
St. Andrew RCIA program and be
received into the Church.
As I mentioned above, this period
ends where the next begins,
at the Rite of Acceptance. The
period of inquiry is open to
anyone wanting to learn more
about Christianity in general,
or Catholicism in particular.
Someone that enters the RCIA
program is under no obligation,
and will not be “forced” to
become Catholic. You will
be asked before the Rite of
Acceptance if this is something
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you want to freely continue in.
After the Rite of Acceptance,
those who are unbaptized are
called Catechumens, while
those who are baptized in
other Christian traditions are
known as Candidates. This part
of the process is marked by a
deepening in the candidate’s
and catechumen’s prayer life,
a deeper journey into scripture
and Catholic teachings, and a
strengthening of the budding
relationship with Jesus Christ and
His Church.
From the Rite of Acceptance until
Easter vigil, the catechumens
are dismissed from Mass before
the liturgy of the Eucharist. This
mimics an ancient practice that
was mentioned by Saint Justin
Martyr in the 2nd Century. They
leave the community celebration
of the Mass for further instruction
on the Scripture readings. The
period of the catechumenate
lasts for several months, and
towards the end of it there is
an opportunity, once again,
to discern whether to moving
forward.
The beginning of the period of
purification and enlightenment,
which corresponds with Lent, is
marked by two liturgical rites that
are celebrated with the bishop at
the cathedral. The Rite of Election
for the catechumens, who’ll now
be known as the elect, and the
Rite of Continuing Conversion for
the candidates.
The Rite of Election is another
major step on the road to full
membership in the Catholic
Church through baptism. The
names of the catechumens are
written in the book of the elect,
and this is presented by each
parish to the bishop during the

RCIA (CONT.)
liturgy. The bishop confirms the election of
these catechumens and calls them to receive the
sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil. The rite
for the candidates is slightly different, but they’re
also presented to the bishop and called to persevere
in the Christian Faith.

Remember that when God spoke to Elijah, His voice
wasn’t in the earthquake, the wind, or the fire, it was
in a small still voice (1Kings 19:11-13). Sometimes
God calls to us in a way that we have to slow down
and really listen. Maybe God is calling you right
now, come to RCIA and find out.

During Lent, there are several Rites for the
catechumens that take place in the parish. Some
of these are blessings, asking God to strengthen
and protect them on their journey, and some are
calls for introspection and repentance. These
introspective rites are called the scrutinies and they
are meant for the catechumens to dig deep down
and discover what is broken or hurt on the inside, to
seek God’s healing touch in their souls.

And he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned,
and saw them following, and said to them, “What do
you seek?” (John 1:36-38)

There are also rites for the candidates where they
reaffirm their commitment to join the Church and
continue on their journey of faith. This period
of purification leads up to the day when we
welcome the candidates and catechumens into full
communion with the Catholic Church at the Easter
Vigil.

If you have read this whole article, and now reached
the end thinking “what about me? I’ve already
received my sacraments, but I’d love to learn more
about my faith,” then do I have an offer for you!
Every person that comes through the RCIA process
needs a sponsor. The sponsor doesn’t have to have
the knowledge of Scott Hahn or even the patience
of Mother Theresa, but they have to be practicing
Catholics that are willing to put in the time and help
build up our Church. Sponsors learn so much about
our Catholic Faith and many return year after year.
If that sounds like something you’d be interested in,
then we’d love to have you.

4. Is God calling me?
Maybe you’ve been feeling this slight tug at your
heart, this small quiet voice that you feel calling out
to you. You’ve had a desire to research and follow
this voice but didn’t know where to begin, or you
knew where to start but didn’t want to go down this
path blindly. Now you know.

5. Can Cradle Catholics participate in RCIA?

If you’d like to find out more about RCIA, or if you
have any questions, please contact Kim Doyle at:
kdoyle@standrewchandler.com or call the parish
office.

Top
2020 RCIA Candidates with
Bishop Olmsted
Bottom Left
2020 Candidates
Bottom Right
2020 Catechumens
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PARISHIONER INTERVIEWS
Faith, Hope, and Trust During the
Pandemic
by Susan Zeck
St. Andrew parishioners have sought
spiritual comfort in dealing with
the consequences of the COVID-19
pandemic. When Bishop Thomas
Olmsted waived the obligation to
attend Sunday Mass in mid-March,
who knew that the dispensation
would still be in effect more than
four months later? He asked us “to
not lose hope, but to unite more
closely with God.” Some members of
our parish family have shared their
personal experiences and reflections
of hope about these uncertain times.
Judy and Dan Betka have been
parishioners for over 25 years. They
are both retired. Judy is a Eucharistic
Minister and a Minister of Care, but
is not currently participating. In her
quilting group, she has made masks
for hospital staff, then made them for
family and friends as well. Soon after
the actual shutdown, Judy became
quite ill and had to isolate in her
home for over three weeks. She was
treated for pneumonia and did have
a negative COVI-19 test. Now fully
recovered, she is very grateful to her
husband who took care of her. She
draws strength from him, saying, “he
just rolls with whatever, he is very
positive and he is my rock.” Judy
and Dan began praying the rosary
together every day after dinner. This
was the very first time in their 53
years of marriage that they prayed
like this and find it very comforting.
Judy also participated in parishbased programs, including The Wild
Goose series about the Holy Spirit
and 33 Days to Greater Glory based
on the Gospel of John. She has now
returned to attending some weekday
Masses and visits for Adoration in
the church while keeping with strict
protocol. Judy and her husband
still watch live streamed Mass on
Sundays and Bishop Barron’s Mass
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from his chapel in Los Angeles was a
favorite. Judy sums up her thoughts
saying, “We have to have hope and
trust that God is in charge and know
that this trial will pass.”
Matthew and Kaitlyn Bauer and
their sons, Luke (4th grade) and
Andrew (1st grade) have been
parishioners for four years and
have been married for nine years.
Matthew is a Doctor of Pharmacy
and was able to continue working
during the shutdown. He adjusted
his hours to assist Kaitlyn, who was
furloughed, with home schooling
of their sons who were attending
St. John Bosco School. Kaitlyn is a
personal trainer and nutrition coach
at Lifetime Fitness. Matthew also
guided Luke with his preparation
for First Communion/Confirmation
and enjoyed helping him grow in his
understanding of these sacraments.
Matthew is a member of the Knights
of Columbus and says they all
miss the Pancake Breakfasts. He
participated in an Exodus 90 Men’s
group during Lent and felt that was
a main source of prayer and faith
discussion for him.
Their family has become much closer
to each other since praying together
daily at meals and before bedtime.
What he missed the most was
attending family Mass, explaining
that he realized how much he needed
Mass to center himself for the rest
of the week. “Without it I felt like
my week had no anchor,” he adds.
They have returned to attending live
Mass in church because Matthew
believes that they need to be in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
He focuses on the positives instead
of troubling himself “with the hysteria
of the news.” He believes that people
are trying to fill up a God-shaped
hole in their hearts with causes and
anger, he says, “It’s a culture of fear
instead of trust. When you put your
faith in God you have faith that all will
end up as it should.”
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John and Vanessa Gildenstern and
their children, Ellie (1st grade) and
John Henry (3 years old) have been
parishioners for about one- and
one-half years. They have been
married for six years. John is a stay
at home dad using his imagination to
entertain their housebound children.
He home-schooled Ellie who
completed Kindergarten with online
help of her teacher at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School.
Vanessa is a pediatrician at a local
hospital. She worked remotely from
home practicing telemedicine during
much of the shutdown, which was a
relief to them, but has had to return
to campus. They are still very strict
with staying at home and feel it’s so
sad for the children being unable
to visit with their grandparents who
live only two miles away. John also
misses attending live Mass, saying,
“It’s not the same to live stream as
being present with the community
as we celebrate in communion. We
eagerly await the day when we are
able to safely attend again.” They do
watch Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral
in New York City because the time
works best for them. They pray
together as family before meals and
at bedtime and also as a couple every
morning and night. They hung the
picture of the Divine Mercy Image
outside of their front door for the
Seal the Doorposts act of faith. Even
though life seems very abnormal
John tries to be hopeful and says,
“we are trusting that God will deliver
us through this, coupled with proper
precautions taken by the public, and
through His Divine Grace.”
All the families read the Friday Flash
to stay connected with the parish.
They are praying, hoping and trusting
for things to get better and they all
have found comfort in their faith. We
hope you have too.

CARING MINISTRIES
St. Andrew Caring Ministries
by Barb Nicol
Recently, I had the chance to sit
down with parishioner Steve Barber
to talk about his involvement in
the Caring Ministries at St. Andrew.
Many of you might know Steve; he
has been on parish counsels and
committees as well as short- and
long-term parish projects. His wife
is also involved as a minister in
the funeral ministry. For the past
nine years, Steve has been heavily
involved in the Caring Ministries of
the parish. He and the other team
ministers give action to the call of
Matthew 25, “When I was…”
The Caring Ministries, which began
at St. Andrew around 1996, is
actually an umbrella title for various
ministries staffed and supported by
St. Andrew parishioners. Ministries
are grouped into corporal and
spiritual works of mercy. A list of the
ministries and descriptions can be
found on the parish website at www.
standrewchandler.com, but a brief
overview will be presented here.
Greeting Card Ministry – Who
doesn’t like receiving a card every
now and then? If you know of
someone who is having surgery,
recovering or simply could use a bit
of cheering up, please call the parish
office. Information will be taken, and
an appropriate card will be on its
way.
Good Samaritans – The ministry
provides emergency assistance to
parishioners and those in the parish
boundaries (and sometimes beyond).
Assistance can take the form of
food, utility payments, gift cards for
miscellaneous expenditures and gas,
as well as referral phone numbers
for additional resources that a client
might need. From 2015 through

2019, Good Samaritan ministry has
helped 2,070 families, provided
$116,074 in utility payments, and
2,842 food boxes. Volunteer hours in
this time frame amounted to slightly
over 7,800. Way to go St. Andrew’s!
Habitat for Humanity – Swing those
hammers! Habitat provides housing
for families in need who qualify for
their program. All qualifying families
put many hours of sweat equity
into the completion of their home.
St. Andrew is part of the Caritas
Coalition, which was formed with
other Catholic parishes and schools
to assist with the builds.

Mother’s Lifeline – This ministry has
helped a multitude of single parents
care for a newborn child by providing
over 2,600 packages of diapers &
wipes plus $4,439 in assistance.
Prayer Line – “I just need you to
pray.” Maybe you or someone you
know has uttered those words.
The Prayer Line can help with this
need. Prayer petitions are recorded
and then prayed over by other
parishioners. Your privacy is strictly
honored throughout the process and
only first names are used.
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Prayers
literally wrapped around you; how
good would that feel? Prayer shawls
are created with just that thought
in mind. Beautiful knitted shawls
have been assembled with love and
prayer and are available at the parish
office. In fact, I have one that I got

from St. Andrew several years ago
during a very trying time. I can still
wrap it around me and feel the love.

Thanksgiving Food Drive and
Outreach – The ministry provides
Thanksgiving dinner for families
throughout the larger St. Andrew’s
community, including St. Vincent de
Paul and St. Peter’s Indian Mission.
In 2019, parishioners helped provide
430 bags of food for distribution.
Giving Tree – Christmas holiday
cheer provided by the parish.
St. Andrew’s partners with local
agencies such as Catholic Charities
and St. Andrew Mother’s Lifeline to
assist in bringing Christmas gifts to
those in need. You have probably
seen the tagged Christmas trees
in the lobby prior to the holiday.
Gift request tags are chosen by
parishioners, requests are fulfilled
then purchased items are returned
to the parish. Donor gifts are
organized and distributed to families
on a specific pick up day.
If you were introduced to a ministry
you would be interested in becoming
involved with through your time,
talent, or treasure, or you may know
someone who could benefit from the
information you have read, please
feel free to pass it along.
For additional information, or to
become more involved, please
contact Florence Slattery at:
fslattery@standrewchandler.com

SUMMER/FALL 2020
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PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION
The Election Season is upon us. Early voting has
already commenced for the August 4th Primary
Election. Of course, this all leads to the Tuesday,
November 3rd Presidential Election. To assist with
this process, you are encouraged to do two things.
First, the Arizona Catholic Conference has released
its 2020 Voters Guide (the “Guide”). The Guide
was prepared as an educational tool containing
Sunday, Oct. 30 –
unbiased information on the upcoming election.

Included in the Guide are races covering the US
Senate, US House of Representatives, the Corporate
Commission, as well as the AZ Senate and AZ House
of Representatives. You can access this information
at www.azcatholicconference.org.
Second, pray the following “Prayer to Mary, the
Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the United
States.”

NATIONAL NOVENA
Monday, Nov. 7

in prayerful preparation for the election

Prayer to Mary, the Immaculate Conception,
Patroness of the United States
Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven,
who chose Mary as the fairest of your daughters;
Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your Spouse;
God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother,
in union with Mary we adore your majesty
and acknowledge your supreme, eternal dominion
and authority.
Most Holy Trinity,
we put the United States of America
into the hands of Mary Immaculate
in order that she may present the country to you.
Through her we wish to thank you
for the great resources of this land
and for the freedom which has been its heritage.
Through the intercession of Mary,
have mercy on the Catholic Church in America.
Grant us peace. Have mercy on our president
and on all the officers of our government.
Grant us a fruitful economy,
born of justice and charity.
Have mercy on capital and industry and labor.
Protect the family life of the nation.
Guard the precious gift of many religious vocations.
Through the intercession of our Mother,
have mercy on the sick, the tempted, sinners
– on all who are in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother,
Patroness of our land, we praise you
and honor you and give ourselves to you.
Protect us from every harm. Pray for us,
that acting always according to your will
and the will of your divine Son,
we may live and die pleasing to God. Amen.
Imprimatur: +Patrick O’Boyle, Archbishop of Washington, May 8, 1959.
Mosaic of the Immaculate Conception © Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception. Used with permission.
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