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Arizona March for Life 
by Kim Helfenbein

This year’s Arizona Life March and Rally, 
held on January 18, 2020, was a huge 
success—the largest ever recorded in 
Arizona, with Phoenix police estimating 
between 7,000 to 10,000 participants!  St. 
Andrew the Apostle packed a chartered 
bus with 57 marchers and many more 
parishioners either caught bus rides 
from other churches or drove down to 
the rally themselves.  

We marched about a mile and a half 
down Washington St to the Arizona 
State Capitol grounds, carrying signs and 
banners and peacefully witnessing to the 
dignity of every life, no matter how big or 
small.  12,438 red roses representing the 
number of children whose lives were lost 
to abortion in 2018, in our state alone, 
were placed in a chain-linked fence at 
Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza offering a 
breath-taking visual. 

The speakers challenged us all to take 
a stand for the most innocent, the ones 
without a voice.  We heard from our 
own Bishop Thomas Olmstead speaking 
of God saying to Jeremiah, “I chose you 
before I gave you life, and before you 
were born I selected you to be a prophet 
to the nations.”  He mentioned the 
miraculous birth of John the Baptist to 
Zechariah and Elizabeth and of course 
our Lord Jesus to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  He said, “We firmly believe every 
single person has dignity—not for what 
they do, but for who they are.”  The 
crowd responded with loud cheers of 
pride at the announcement of Arizona’s 
ranking as the number one most pro-life 

State, and our Governor Doug Ducey 
promised to keep moving forward with 
increased funding for more adoptions 
and to “help keep families together.”  

We had an opportunity to sing ‘Happy 
Birthday’ to a girl named Vienna that 
turned 20 years old that day.  Vienna is 
the daughter of Doug and Jennifer Franz 
who went into labor at 21 weeks.  7 
out of 10 of the physicians that treated 
Jennifer recommended abortion.  Thank 
God they did not listen to them!  Her 
father, Doug, asked all to sing loud 
enough that they could hear us at the 
Supreme Court in Washington DC!  
Another speaker, Ryan Bomberger, told 
of the importance of choosing life and 
adoption instead of abortion because 
that is what his young pregnant mother 
did for him.  He would love to meet his 
mother one day to thank her for the gift 
of life.  He now is an adoptive father as 
well.  He said, “Some of the best things 
in life are unplanned.”  Anyone can look 
back on their life and agree to that truth!    

Another speaker, Myra Rodriguez, 
worked for Planned Parenthood for 17 
years.  She said that all of our prayers, 
along with the Divine Mercy pamphlet 
Fr. Don Kline, then pastor of St. Joan of 
Arc Parish in Phoenix, had left on her 
car one day are what finally helped her 
walk out of the abortion clinic for good.  
Abby Johnson, the former Planned 
Parenthood clinic director encouraged 
all men to stand up for the babies and 
most importantly for the women and 
for families.  Too often men are told 
they are not allowed to have a voice in 
this travesty and Abby pointed out that 
we need to turn that “talking point” on 
its head, and that we need strong men 
standing for life.  She challenged us all 
to speak up and to stop worrying about 
offending people.  She said, “People who 
hate the truth will always be offended 
by it!”  We need transformation, so that 
one day the idea of abortion will be 
considered “unthinkable” by everyone!  
Lord, please hear our prayers!

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARISHIONERS
There are a couple of items the staff of “Good News” would like 
to share about this edition. First, the wonderful articles here 
were compiled and written before the restrictions arising from 
COVID-19 were implemented. Second, there will be no printed 
version of this edition.

Please be sure to share or forward this newsletter to friends, 
family, and co-workers. We also ask that you encourage them to 
go to www.standrewchandler.com to sign up for the Friday Flash 
by clicking on the “Stay Connected” banner, this will ensure they 

stay updated on all that we are doing at St. Andrew and receive 
future editions of “Good News.”

The articles in this edition inform and demonstrate the activity, 
vibrancy, and commitment to our faith within the St. Andrew the 
Apostle Catholic community. Even during these trying times, we 
can all continue to support and be an active part of St. Andrew 
The Apostle. Our goal is to write your story of how you live the 
“Good News.” God Bless!
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Parish Profile: Father Robert
by Brian J. Tindell

Father Robert Seraph Aliunzi, AJ 
has been a priest for 28 years and 
has been the Pastor of St. Andrew 
the Apostle since December 2015.  
Father Robert knew he wanted 
to be a priest since he was a 
little boy in Uganda.  Though 
they were a Catholic family 
living in a mainly Protestant 
community, Father Robert’s 
mother made sure he went to 
church regularly.  He remembers, 
the family would attend Easter 
or Christmas morning Masses 
and then go to the Anglican 
Church afterward “because they 
had tea and doughnuts.”  As a 
little boy, Father Robert would 
pretend to be a priest and serve 
“mass” for other children, giving 
them pieces of mango instead 
of bread.  He was known by the 
nickname “Padere Toro,” meaning 
“little priest” and he was soon 
serving in the church as an altar 
boy before finally joining the 
seminary.
Tragically, Father Robert lost 
both parents by the time he 
was 6 years old.  There were 
10 brothers and sisters in the 
family, and his eldest brother 
was “forced” to become head 
of the family.  Father Robert’s 
childhood was filled with 
hardships and struggles yet he 
says this experience, “defined my 
future in the eyes of God.”  He 
realized his dream of becoming 
a priest and also served as a 
school administrator.  He was 
content with life and was working 
on a Ph.D. in education when 
his religious order, the Apostles 

of Jesus, assigned him to serve 
abroad.
He was given a choice between 
Milan, Italy, and the United States, 
and he had only a short time to 
decide.  He ultimately picked the 
U.S. because he didn’t want to 
have to learn Italian—he already 
knew five languages, including 
English.  Before long, Father 
Robert found himself in Arizona, 
in July, during a hotter summer 
than he had ever experienced.  
Soon after his arrival in America, 
he was driving to a church event 
when he was pulled over by the 
police for driving on the wrong 
side of the street.  He explained 
his situation to the officer “with 
the innocence of a child” and not 
only was he spared a ticket, he 
was given a police escort to the 
church.
He and his fellow new priests 
from Africa needed time to adjust 
to life in Arizona.  The winter was 
bitter cold and he didn’t know 
how to turn up the thermostat 

in his office.  The African priests’ 
accents also initially made 
communication and adjustment 
to the culture a challenge.  
However, with the welcoming 
reception of their parishioners, 
they were able to overcome the 
initial sense of loneliness. Father 
Robert now helps to train newly 
arrived international priests and 
religious to the diocese to do the 
same.
Father Robert served the Diocese 
of Phoenix in several roles, 
including Associate Pastor of St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Avondale, 
Pastor of St. James in Glendale, 
Dean of North West Deanery, 
and member of the diocese’s 
Presbyteral Council and College 
of Consultors.  
Since coming to St. Andrew the 
Apostle, Father Robert says 
his greatest accomplishment 
was, “bringing the community 
to a better appreciation of the 
Eucharist.”  He embarked on 
an ambitious redesign of the 
sanctuary, moving the tabernacle 
to behind the altar and adding 
the crucifix above.  “The Cross 
shows the ultimate sacrifice of 
the Lord and reflects the Paschal 
Mystery,” says Father Robert.  
“God’s love now flows out of the 
Eucharist physically and visually.”  
Before the remodel, Father 
Robert took a year preparing 
the community through bulletin 
articles and homilies. Even 
though, in the beginning, some 
parishioners voiced concerns 
about the changes, many 
others offered encouragement 
and increased their financial 
contributions towards the 
project. 



Father Robert always reminds St. Andrew the 
Apostle of his love for everyone in the parish and 
he always says, “I love you, St. Andrew and please, 
do not postpone your love for God and for me”.  
Looking forward, he wants to focus on “building 
community, blended with the Eucharist, all 
under the umbrella of stewardship.”  He wants 
to increase reverence and adoration of the 
Eucharist.  There will be more frequent adoration 
hours and every first Friday of the month there 
will be overnight adoration, ultimately leading to 
perpetual adoration of the Eucharist.  It’s all part 
of Father Robert’s plan to help lead the people of 
St. Andrew the Apostle to heaven.
Father Robert believes that priests need more 
support from the laity, especially their prayers.  He 
is certain the forces of darkness are concentrating 
on the church “because that’s where people are 
focusing on God.” Catholics should be concerned 
about the vulnerability of the clergy.  Satan knows, 
“you strike the shepherd, you scatter the sheep,” 
he says. 
Scandal has impacted the reputations of many  
good priests serving the church.  Father Robert 
said that many priests, including himself, have 
encountered hostility in public, but he also has 
had complete strangers pick up his bill in a 
restaurant and pay for his groceries.  Priests need 
to hear words of appreciation since they already 
get plenty of criticism.  “It’s not a 9 to 5 job,” he 
says.  Priests receive calls in the middle of the 
night to rush to a hospital for anointing.  People 
who need help always approach them.  Father 
Robert regularly gets calls for counseling from 
people in Africa as well.  The demands never end, 
but neither do the rewards.
St. Andrew the Apostle parishioners already 
know a great deal about Father Robert.  “I’m so 
transparent,” he says.  He has shared his life 
with the parish, but perhaps something many 
don’t know is that Father Robert has a passion 
for soccer.  He is a fan of the local soccer club, 
Phoenix Rising, and attends their matches 
whenever he can.  He is also an avid follower of 
Manchester United and when the World Cup rolls 
around every four years, he will rearrange his 
schedule to follow the tournament and his favorite 

teams such as the U.S.A.!
He is learning to like American baseball and 
football.  He is good friends with All-Pro NFL kicker 
Nick Lowery and welterweight world champion 
boxer Terence Crawford, athletes he met through 
charity work.  Father Robert enjoys classical music 
as well as hymns and African music.  He even likes 
to compose but rarely has time for it these days.  
His most recent composition was a school anthem 
for St. Thomas Aquinas College, a high school he is 
helping to build for orphans and poor children in 
Uganda.
Father Robert endured trials in his childhood 
but instead of bitterness or self-pity he learned 
hard work, compassion, resilience, and gratitude.  
When things looked bleak, God put people in 
his life to help.  The boy called “Padere Toro” 
has spent his life giving back.  One of his great 
passions is E3 Africa, a charity he founded to help 
orphans back home in Uganda.  He is familiar with 
their suffering and that of the children St. Andrew 
the Apostle supports in Haiti.  “I went through 
what those kids are going through,” he says.  No 
wonder his favorite Bible verse, his “mantra,” is 
Matthew 25:40, in which Our Lord said, “What you 
did for one of the least of these, my brothers and 
sisters, you did for me.” 

PARISH PROFILE:  FR. ROBERT
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MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL

Parishioners enjoy food and 
performances

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 

Benefiting local charities

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

Providing a fish dinner during 
Lent

FRANK SMIGOLSKI

Honored for 55 years of service 
with the Knights of Columbus



CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Everything (ok, not even close) 
We Should Know About Children’s 
Religious Education
by Barb Nicol

Sitting down to talk with Fr. Teilo about 
the Religious Education (“RE”) programs 
at St. Andrew must be something like 
sitting down with Santa to talk about the 
joys of giving at Christmas.  This is a man 
who obviously loves being responsible 
for coordinating these programs!  He has 
introduced new ideas to the programs, 
re-introduced ideas that had been 
discontinued for one reason or another, 
cares so deeply about sharing the 
Catholic faith traditions with others, and 
he has a smile that just won’t quit!

Asking my opening question, “What do 
parishioners need to know about RE 
here at St. Andrew?” Fr. Teilo responded, 
“that’s a very good question.”  I thought 
so as well.  And with that, we were off 
on an exciting foray into the world of RE 
programs for the younger kiddos here at 
St. Andrew the Apostle.

One thing Fr. Teilo is sure of is that 
people are very busy.  Registration 
opportunities for the programs have 
shifted over the past couple of years to 
help parents accommodate their busy 
schedules.  Prior to the start of the 
school year, everyone is trying to juggle 
a shrinking family calendar so, this year, 
registration will begin in the April.  This 
way parents, grandparents, and legal 
guardians can plan accordingly.

RE doesn’t just happen in the vacuum of 
the classroom either.  St. Andrew also 
has the Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
(“CLOW”) dismissal program where 
children can attend Mass and leave with 
a blessing prior to the readings.  They 
then venture forth with catechists to 
listen to and discuss the readings on a 
developmental level geared more toward 
their understanding.  They then rejoin 
their family members in Mass.  Children 
are also very much encouraged to use 
what they have been learning in class 
and beyond to become greeters, lectors, 
and choir members at various Masses. 

(Remember, St. Augustine said when you 
sing you pray twice.)

And, let’s not forget service. RE students 
are encouraged to complete a minimum 
of ten service hours each year.  However, 
the service is not a carrot held out to 
gain a reward.  It was Jesus himself who 
provided instruction on the importance 
of serving our fellow man.  The RE 
programs simply provide opportunities 
for students to encounter the joy that 
comes with service.  A few service 
projects that have recently been in the 
works include packing food boxes at 
Feed My Starving Children, making cards 
for children in the Grow Haiti’s Children 
and E3 Africa projects, helping with 
Donut Sundays, and providing setup 
and cleanup assistance at many other 
parish events.  Students are also writing 
scripts as well as planning and assisting 
with the RE video projects, which focus 
on more of a visual catechesis approach 
to learning. Give a nod and a smile to 
these young people you might meet.  As 
Fr. Teilo says, “any time you are working 
with children it can be considered 
Religious Education.”

In addition, Sacramental preparation is 
a big piece of the RE picture. Catechists, 
alongside parents, help students gain a 
deeper appreciation and understanding 
of their Catholic faith through fun and 
engaging activities.  As Fr. Teilo points 
out, we want kiddos to ask questions.  
Asking questions leads to getting 

answers and that can lead to a clearer 
understanding.  Students might not 
always remember exact dogma all the 
time, but they remember they have 
encountered a concept before—the seed 
has been planted and the spark of faith 
has been lit.  Fr. Teilo shared a story of a 
young child who was recently struggling 
with faith questions and kept asking and 
asking for answers.  It appears those 
answers arrived just as the child needed 
them.  The child wrote a note during 
class to the teacher that ended with “I 
don’t doubt God anymore.”  As the TV 
commercials say – Priceless.

There are so many other things that 
happen week in and week out in the 
St. Andrew RE programs. Students 
are brought to class by loving, caring 
adults in order that they might grow in 
the grace of God. Just think about that 
for a minute.  Growing in God’s grace.  
How wonderful is that for our youngest 
parishioners? 

If this article has inspired you to volunteer 
in one of our St. Andrew RE programs, or 
if you have questions.  Please contact Fr. 
Teilo Lwande, AJ, Parochial Vichar and 
Director of Children’s Religious Education 
and Sacrament Prep.  Fr. Teilo can be 
reached at frteilo@standrewchandler.com 
or (480) 899-1990.  
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Pentecost
by Charlie Johnston

The story of Pentecost is well known, 
but like every story in the Bible there 
is more here than meets the eye.  The 
Book of Acts, Chapter 2, starts out with 
the Apostles receiving the Holy Spirit 
and then proceeding to preach in the 
streets with a newfound boldness.  St. 
Peter leads this ragtag band of men who 
had been cowering in fear only a few 
days before, this same Peter who had 
denied Christ only fifty days earlier is 
now going into hostile territory to preach 
the Gospel. 

“Pentecost was a big deal for both the Jews, 
and now for the Church”

For the Jews it was celebrated as a 
harvest festival fifty days after Passover; 
it was also when Moses received the Ten 
Commandments from God on Mt Sinai.  
Shavuot was one of the three festivals 
for which Jews made pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem.

For Christians, the pattern of typology 
can’t be missed with Pentecost.   
Pentecost is fifty days after our Passover 
lamb was slain; it celebrates the “harvest” 
of the fruits of the spirit; and instead 
of God delivering the Law to Moses, 
we have God delivering His Grace to us 
through the Holy Spirit.  It is the events 
that follow this that I want to focus on.  
Besides the coming of the Holy Spirit 
there were two other things taking 
place on Pentecost, which are often 
overlooked:

1. Return of the spirit.

God is omnipresent, meaning He is 
everywhere, but He told Moses and 
the Israelites that He would dwell, in a 
physical way, in the tabernacle and later 
the temple in Jerusalem [Exodus 25:21-
22].  In a similar way, Jesus is physically 
present in the tabernacles around the 
world today.  When the prophet Ezekiel 
received the vision of God’s spirit leaving 
the temple (Ezekiel 10:18) it must have 
been devastating to the Jewish people.  
So much so, that during the first Tamid 
sacrifice of the day the Levitical priests 
and people would pray for the return 

of the Spirit of God to the temple.  This 
prayer and sacrifice would take place at 
the third hour of the day, or 9am, this 
was the same hour when the Holy Spirit 
filled the upper room and the Apostles.

God had promised the prophet Ezekiel 
that one day, His spirit and glory, would 
return to dwell in the temple [Ezekiel 
43:1-2].  The only problem was that the 
priests and the people assumed that this 
was the physical temple in Jerusalem.  
But Jesus told them, in a somewhat 
veiled way, that they were mistaken in 
believing the Spirit would return to a 
temple built of stone.  He spoke of the 
new temple that was His body [John 2:19-
20].

As important as the temple was in the 
Old Testament, it was just a building that 
God dwelled in, now here was Emmanuel 
(God with us) and they failed to see Him 
for who He is.  Here, before them, was 
the new temple.

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, before 
his passion, He entered through the east 
gate; here was the glory of God returning 
to Jerusalem and the temple.  When the 
Holy Spirit came upon the apostles, and 
they went out preaching in the temple 
courtyard, the priests were praying for 
God’s spirit to return. 

Both of these signs happened right 
under the noses of people who should’ve 
recognized them for what they were, 
but because they didn’t come in the 
way they expected it passed right by 
them.  How many times has something 
happened in our lives that wasn’t exactly 
as we expected it to be and we miss 
the opportunity? Perhaps someone we 
should’ve prayed with or shared our faith 
with?

May we all pray that the Holy Spirit 
enlightens us to recognize and act on 
God’s presence in our lives

2. Obedience brings life, disobedience 
brings death.

The first Pentecost, or Shavuot, occurred 
in the desert of Sinai about 1600 years 
earlier than the Pentecost in Acts 2.  The 
Jews have celebrated it ever since as 
both the festival of weeks, and the giving 
of the Law of Moses.  After the Israelites 

had wandered through the desert for 
three weeks they came upon mount 
Sinai, here they camped and Moses went 
up the mountain to talk to God.  This is 
when God begins to lay out the covenant 
that He is going to make with Israel, 
through Moses.  Moses reports back with 
what God has said, and the people agree 
to it all [Exodus 19:9].

Fast forward four weeks, and now 
Moses is up on the mountain receiving 
the Ten Commandments.  But what is 
the rest of Israel doing while Moses is 
up the mountain? They are disobeying 
God and worshiping a false deity, in the 
form of a golden calf.  Because of their 
disobedience, 3000 of the calf-worshiping 
Israelites died [Exodus 32:28].

Now jump ahead 1600 years to 33AD in 
Jerusalem. Here another Pentecost, or 
Shavuot, is being celebrated by giving 
thanks to God, but not simply for His law, 
the apostles are praising God for sending 
down the Holy Spirit.

Saint Peter preaches to the assembled 
masses and many accept the good news 
that’s been told to them.  Acts 2:41-42 
tells us that 3000 were baptized that day.  
What is the significance of that number?  
It’s the same amount as those who died 
on the first Pentecost! Any Jew would’ve 
been familiar with the account of the 
golden calf and its aftermath, so St. Luke 
was drawing a parallel here, between 
those who disobeyed and died and those 
who obeyed and were brought into new 
life.

After we obey the word of God and come 
into a relationship with Him through 
the sacrament of baptism, like the 3000 
that day, we must live the Christian life.  
The text doesn’t read “3000 souls were 
baptized that day, and then the next 
day went back to their usual lives.”  An 
encounter with the resurrected Christ 
and the Holy Spirit must be life changing 
and revolutionary. 

So this Pentecost let’s thank God that 
He heard the prayers of His people, and 
returned His spirit and that we may be 
counted as among those that heard His 
Word and were saved and not among 
those that rejected him and perished.



Volunteers Make Good Stewards
by Susan Zeck

One way of becoming a good steward of our faith is through 
volunteering.  Motivated by their parents, Richard and Anita 
Zumwalt have been volunteering and helping others since they 
were children.  They served at their churches in Illinois and 
Indiana in just about every ministerial area.  Soon after moving 
to Chandler they chose to join St. Andrew the Apostle Parish 
in 2013 and have been involved here ever since.  “We both 
enjoy helping others in our own way,” they remarked.  So, the 
Zumwalts don’t usually volunteer side by side.  However, they 
help and support each other and have been married for 53 
years!

  You’ve probably seen the Zumwalts around.  They are welcome 
ambassadors for the Saturday 5:00pm Mass and they work with 
the Good Samaritans.  Richard assists with the reception of the 
donated food items and Anita assists in the office.  They’re also 
at the concessions at State Farm Stadium for Cardinals games 
and other events for the Knights of Columbus fundraising 
project and, every month, they serve lunch at St. Vincent De 
Paul in Phoenix.

Richard works with maintenance to help set up events held 
here at the church and volunteers at most special events 
and celebrations, especially over the holidays.  He drives 
parishioners who can’t drive to doctor appointments and 
places they need to be all over the valley.  “Volunteering is my 
fulltime activity,” he adds.  Richard counted his hours for 2019; 
he averaged about 80 hours per month and drove almost 6500 
miles last year. 

Anita assists with Mothers Life Line, provides salads for funeral 

lunches as needed, and works with Grow Haiti’s Children.  Her 
son-in-law, who works in graphic design, completed a project 
for her using photos of the children’s craftworks displayed on 
note cards.  She sells these and items made by the children at 
the Unique Boutique and a few other craft venues, the proceeds 
of which benefit the orphanage.  Someday, she hopes to go to 
Jeremie, Haiti to meet the children.  

Meeting and talking with people is what both Richard and Anita 
really enjoy.  Richard explains, “The expression on people’s 
faces as I talk to them gives me a feeling that I am making a 
difference in their lives and adding to my own understanding of 
life.”  He likes saying, “welcome back” to the winter visitors he 
sees at church every year.  Anita feels she is paying it forward 
and recognizes that God is the source of everything they have.  
She says, “Adding a positive note to someone’s day is what 
truly can make a difference.  You definitely appreciate what you 
have been given by the Lord.”  Both say that attending Mass 
and praying, in addition to their volunteering gives them a firm 
foundation for their Catholic faith.  

They encourage everyone to volunteer.  Richard says, “Pick a 
ministry and join, help with a project, if you like it, welcome 
aboard! And have fun volunteering!”  Anita adds, “You can step 
forward and try.  The Lord is looking for YOU and He is ready to 
help!”  Be a good steward!
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 VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

KNIGHT’S CORNER
Saving Lives with Our Second Annual Ultrasound 
Fundraiser
By A.J. Fifer

In 2019, according to the CDC, abortions had 
fallen to their lowest numbers since Roe vs. Wade 
was decided, but abortions are still being legally 
performed in the United States.  The Knights of 
Columbus Ultrasound Initiative provides funds 
to purchase costly ultrasound machines for crisis 
pregnancy centers. Ultrasound technology allows a 
mother to see her developing child and recognize 
the miracle of life within her. As a result, thousands 
of mothers have decided to keep their babies.
On January 25, 2020, four Valley Knights of 

Columbus councils, including the council from 
St. Andrew the Apostle, held their Second Annual 
Ultrasound Fundraiser Dinner as part of the Knights 
of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative. Together, the 225 
attendees raised close to $11,000, which was a 25% 
increase from the previous year.  With the Knights 
of Columbus Supreme and State Councils matching 
funding, the funds raised will go to purchase a new 
ultrasound machine for a crisis pregnancy center in 
the state of Arizona.

Crisis pregnancy centers supported by 
the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound 
Initiative are:
Choices Pregnancy Centers and
Aid to Women Center



MONTHLY EVENTS

ALL PARISH EVENTS ARE CANCELED OR 
POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

PLEASE CHECK THE PARISH WEBSITE FOR 
INFORMATION ON FUTURE EVENTS. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
St. Andrew the Apostle Builds with Love
By Barb Nicol

Did you know?

• St. Andrew is a member of the Caritas Coalition for 
Habitat for Humanity.

• The Caritas Coalition consists of faith-based (mostly 
Catholic) organizations, schools, and churches.

• Habitat for Humanity partners with families to help 
them achieve the dream of safe and affordable home 
ownership.

• Families must apply for a partnership with Habitat for 
Humanity.

• Habitat for Humanity follows a nondiscriminatory policy 
of family selection.  Neither race nor religion is a factor in 
choosing Habitat’s homeowners.

• Habitat families must commit to hundreds of hours of 
“sweat equity” over the course of their home build.

• Homeowners will have a mortgage as they take 
possession of their home.

• Habitat began with a vision based in faith: “Since our 
beginning in 1976, Habitat has been built on a foundation 
of faith. Our mission is to build safe, affordable housing 
with people in the United States and around the world, 
and that comes from a desire to put God’s love into 
action.”

On February 22, 2020, a new home build on the west side 
of Phoenix was to begin with participation from the Caritas 
Coalition team. And then, God decided the Valley needed 
additional water—and the rains came.  The first build day, 
called “Wall Signing Day” had to be postponed, but it will 
happen.  During the Wall Signing those in attendance at the 
build are invited to write messages of hope and inspiration to 
the family on the studs that will form the support for the new 
home.  It’s a big, exciting day!  And then, the walls begin to go 

up and the project is up and running.  The first actual build 
date was February 29.  In attendance, were the Knights of 
Columbus, swinging hammers as well as helping to feed the 
hungry helpers. 

For this spring build, the family that has been selected is the 
Olea family. Here is a little bit of information on the family: 

Daniella was born and raised in Arizona.  She has raised 
two children, now adults, and has recently become a foster 
parent.  She is excited to move into a better home for the 
little girls that have become family. 

The house they currently live in is attached to a cabinetry 
and painting company that can be incredibly loud, dusty, and 
smelly from the building, saw dust and paint fumes.  It is not 
safe for the children to play in the backyard because of this.  
The house is also too small for the family as the three little 
ones share a bedroom. Daniella heard about other Habitat 
homes that were being built in the community and decided it 
was time to make a change for the better – for her family. 

The two older kids are sisters, and the youngest foster 
daughter is their cousin. They all like to swim, go to the park, 
read, and hang out with family. The kids are looking forward 
to playing in their new yard together.  Daniella longs for a 
sense of stability and security and is excited to watch movies, 
read as a family, and cook together in their new home. 
Owning a home has always been a dream for Daniella, and 
now that she has kids to provide for again, she is glad for 
this opportunity and looks forward to building her very own 
Habitat Home.

The build completion date for this home is in mid-June of 
2020.  That’s about four months to get the entire house built.  
This does not happen without the love, volunteer hands, 
prayers, and faith of a large community of helpers. 

If you would like to know more about how you can 
become involved in this wonderful mission, please email            
habitat@standrewchandler.com.  If you are interested in 
making a donation to the organization, please check out the 
website at habitatcaz.org.
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