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WELCOME FROM OUR PASTOR, FR. ROBERT
INTRODUCTORY WORDS OF WELCOME
Welcome to this first edition of our Parish Magazine
also known as the “St. Andrew the Apostle Good
News”, sponsored by members of our Parish
Stewardship Council. It will be produced three times
a year and will aim at informing you of key events,
ministries, and reflections on the life of our parish,
among other things.
As a parish in its 34th year of existence, we
have come a long way and in this journey, have
received many blessings and have overcome many
challenges as well. We have passed through the
rough times of the sex abuse crisis in our Church;
we have had some changes of pastors, some
through unexpected circumstances and others
through normal canonical processes. During this
time, we also lost one of our shepherds. Amidst
all of these times, God was always speaking to us
loudly and His language has consistently been that
of love. He has never abandoned us and will never
abandon us and His love for us will never diminish.
Now as your pastor, called by God in this historic
moment, my job -as I have often shared with
you- is to assist in getting every one of you into
Heaven. In doing this, I am certainly building on the
contributions of my predecessors who preceded
me, even though I may differ in some respects. My
approach to this lofty goal of helping get each of
you to heaven for instance, is through promoting
greater focus on the Eucharist. There are definitely
many avenues of doing this, but I chose to do this by
making stewardship a way of life here in our parish
and the Eucharist is central to this. This is because,
to me, stewardship is about gratitude and it is about
strengthening our relationship with God. Indeed, a
steward understands that everything he or she has
is a gift freely given by God to be cultivated diligently
and shared generously with others. But at a deeper
level, in order to be able to do all these things, a true
steward understands that we must be in a good
relationship with the giver and this relationship
must be permeated by gratitude on our part.
So, the stronger the relationship between us and
our God is, the easier it is for us to share our
time, talent, and treasure with our brothers and
sisters. Therefore, promoting this
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relationship with God and with those around us and
strengthening it is my way of helping us get into
heaven. Obviously, as I have already indicated, there
is a lot involved in this and aware that it will take a
long time to make stewardship a way of life, I have
formed the Stewardship Council to help us in some
aspects of this.
This magazine will therefore attempt to inform
you of all the things going on in our parish, all the
ministry opportunities we have, and the areas
through which you can offer your time, talent, and
treasure to our parish. It will also keep you up to
date with key events that will help you grow in your
faith and spirituality.
In this current edition, you will be informed about
the history of our Parish, our councils and their
roles, a moving witness talk from one of our RCIA
beneficiaries, a reflection on being a catechist
in our Children’s Religious Education program,
an update on our involvement in the Diocesan
Together Let Us Go Forth Campaign, and key
upcoming events in our parish. This publication
will be a very dynamic and alive offering from us
and I encourage all that feel called to contribute
to reach out and become involved by emailing:
stewardship@standrewchandler.com. God may
be calling you to contribute something you are
uniquely positioned to share! Please Enjoy your first
publication of “Good News”!

- Fr. Robert

				

COUNCIL INFORMATION
PARISH COUNCIL

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY ROLES
OF OUR COUNCILS?

The members of the Parish Council in the photo (left to right) are Jim
Carty, Mike Threadgill, Glenn Waterkotte, Fr. Robert, Angelica Hernandez,
Aarthi D’Costa, Ram Echeverria, (Missing from the photo is Steve Barber)

PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council serves to support,
provide guidance, advice, suggest, and
listen to Fr. Robert and the parishioners
of St. Andrew the Apostle. In this role
the Council serves as the eyes and
ears of the priests and represents the
parishioners to the clergy leadership.
The Council can be contacted at:
parishcouncil@standrewchandler.com.

FINANCE COUNCIL

The members of the Finance Council are:
Tina Bork, Deacon Mark Lishko, Eugene Okonkwo, Jim Probst, and Syd
Winter.

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

FINANCE COUNCIL
The Parish Financial Council is a group of
St. Andrews parishioners whose purpose is
to assist and advise our pastor, Fr. Robert
Aliunzi in rendering an account of the
parish finances to the local ordinary (Bishop
Thomas J Olmsted), and to the faithful of
St. Andrew The Apostle Catholic parish.
Members also assist the pastor by providing
council concerning the general care and
administration of parish property and
finances. The Council can be contacted at:
financecouncil@standrewchandler.com.

The members of the Stewardship Council in the photo (left to right) are
Alan Lynch, Vanessa Robles, Fr. Robert, Matthew Meehan, Jerry Lee, and
Michelle Kash. (Missing from the photo are Barb Reimers and Bill Marcotte)

STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
Stewardship of our gifts from God
(Time, Talent, and Treasure) is one of
the responsibilities that we have as
Christians. The Stewardship Council was
formed in 2018 to help the parishioners
of St. Andrew the Apostle fulfill this
responsibility. By supporting the parish
staff and ministries and providing
opportunities for members of the parish
to recognize and utilize their gifts, the
Stewardship council helps us all be better
Christians. The Council can be contacted at:
stewardshipcouncil@standrewchandler.com
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THE HISTORY OF ST. ANDREW
The Founding of St. Andrew the Apostle
by Brian J. Tindell
The founding of St. Andrew the Apostle Parish began with a
phone call almost 35 years ago. Father Joseph Hennessy, or
Father Joe, had been in the diocese of Phoenix since leaving
his native Ireland in 1963. He had been the pastor at Queen
of Peace Parish in Mesa since 1978. “I was sitting pretty,” he
recalls. He led an established church and had experienced
associates to help him. He was enjoying life, playing golf twice
a week with “a 1 or 2 handicap,” he remembers. Then came
a life-changing phone call from Bishop Thomas O’Brien, then
leader of the Diocese of Phoenix. The Bishop said, “Joe, I
want you to start a new parish.”
If it had been up to Father Joe, it would not have been called
St. Andrew the Apostle. There is a tradition that the founding
pastor names the new parish. Father Joe’s first choice was to
name the parish after St. Dismas, the “good thief” who died
on a cross next to Christ after the Lord had promised him a
new life in paradise. “No,” said Bishop O’Brien. Father Joe then
suggested St. Finbarr, an Irish saint who is the patron of the
city of Cork. Again, Bishop O’Brien said, “no.” How about the
Irish-born missionary St. Colman? “No.”
Bishop O’Brien wanted to name the new church St. Andrew.
“After the golf and country club?” asked Father Joe. No, the
bishop wanted new parishes in the Diocese named after the
Apostles, so the new parish would be named St. Andrew the
Apostle.
To this day, Father Joe does not know why Bishop O’Brien
selected him for this project but there was a definite need
for a new church. In the late 1980’s, the Southeast Valley was
one of the fastest growing areas in the United States. The
Diocese needed new parishes to keep up with the booming
population. Ray Road was merely a dirt track amidst cotton
fields, but that would soon change.
“I’m looking for a few good sinners,” was Father Joe’s sales
pitch for his new parish. In January 1986, he made recruiting
visits to the churches of Holy Spirit, St. Mary’s, and St.
Timothy’s. Why the call for good sinners? “God does his best
work with sinners,” says Father Joe. He was deeply influenced
by a pastoral retreat he had attended in Santa Barbara. The
nun/professor leading the retreat said, “It is your sin that will
get you into heaven, not your virtue.” Meaning, according to
Father Joe that, “Sin allows you to fall into the mercy of God
. . . It is through those who can accept their own weaknesses
and brokenness that God does his best work.”
Many must have been moved by Father Joe’s appeal because
420 people attended the first mass for the new Parish of St.
Andrew the Apostle. It was held on January 26, 1986 at Kyrene
Junior High School in Tempe.
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To take on the imposing job of starting a new parish, Father
Joe decided to let the people of the church take the lead. “The
people are the church” was a philosophy that came out of the
1960’s and Father Joe allowed this concept to guide the early
days of St. Andrew’s. “All I needed was there,” he says. “All
I had to do was energize it, bring it forth.” The parishioners
met to discuss and vote on the identity and direction of the
church. They divided themselves into four groups: Liturgy and
Prayer, Religious Education, Temporal Ministries and Sharing
and Caring Ministries. They adopted a mission statement
centered on “welcome, share and care.” The word “dare” was
added later.
The parish soon moved to facilities at Seton High School.
Daily mass was held in Seton’s chapel and Sunday mass was
in the school’s new cafeteria. The cafeteria had cooling issues
during the hot summer of 1986, which led Father Joe to make
a vow regarding the future home of the church. “Men sweat,
women glisten,” he says. “Women would never glisten as long
as I was the pastor.”
“I listened to what the people wanted,” Father Joe remembers.
The members wanted a strong Religious Education program,
which resulted in 180 children attending St. Andrew’s first
vacation bible school in the summer of 1986, using the
classrooms at Seton.
In his native Ireland, priests would come to neighborhoods
and celebrate mass there with the people. Father Joe
wanted to adapt this “neighborhood church” concept to
his new parish in Arizona. It starts with “the little church of
the home,” he says. “Every marriage is a small church.” The
neighborhoods of the parish were divided up and given letter
names. Families would meet at a selected home and Father
Joe would celebrate mass with them. The liturgy would be
followed by social time with food, games and swimming. Very
strong social bonds were formed and word of mouth was
bringing in new members.
When it came to building a new church home, Father Joe
again let the people take the lead. He boasts that he was the
first pastor to have a democratic building committee and
he was even outvoted when it came to the selection of an
architect. He had great building and finance committees and
didn’t have to worry. “I never gave a sermon about buildings,”
he recalls. Parishioners made 36-month pledges to finance
construction. The Diocese purchased the Ray Road property
and would be repaid by the new parish. The goal was to have
construction finished and paid off by the year 2000.
There would be three phases of construction, starting
with the bell tower, offices and the worship center (now
Hennessy Hall). Phase two would be classrooms and the
third phase would be the church. Bishop O’Brien attended a
groundbreaking ceremony on Ray Road in May, 1987.
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Don and Pat Kosis were among the original members who
answered Father Joe’s call for “good sinners.” Don was a
former city manager who put his organizational experience to
work in creating St. Andrew’s. He recalls that Father Joe was
“tremendous” in the early days, doing every mass, funeral, and
church function in those first few years. The laity did not just
pledge money; they put their own labor into the construction of
the church campus. Kosis recalls that up to 40 men would meet
on Saturdays to plant trees and work in the church parking lot.
Wives would bring food and the event would be turned into a
picnic. The first mass at the Ray Road location was held on Palm
Sunday, 1988.

In October 1996, construction on the church was finished and
soon afterwards Bishop O’Brien returned to bless the new
sanctuary. By the end of 1999, the debt on the new church
home was paid off ahead of schedule.

To pay off church expenses, members would take buses to
Sun Devil Stadium and serve food at ASU football games on
Saturday nights and Cardinals games on Sundays. Fundraisers
would be held occasionally in the social hall and then members,
like Kosis, would stay behind to clean and organize for Sunday
morning mass.

By the time of Father Joe retired, St. Andrew’s was home to over
5,000 families. New pastors have succeeded him and things
have changed at St. Andrew’s since its founding. Mary Huffman
points out that it is not a pastor or a building that has kept her
family at St. Andrew’s, it’s the loving community. “It’s a campus
full of love,” she says.

Another founding member was Bob Galpin, a World War II
veteran who organized lectors, eucharistic ministers and
ministers of care. He even handled maintenance and custodial
work. The parish created a volunteer award and named it after
Galpin.

In his travels, Father Joe has been to magnificent churches like
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, but he is not impressed. “A church is not
a museum for saints,” he says, “it’s a hospital for sinners.” He
has never been to the Vatican “because there are no good golf
courses.” He has no interest in visiting the Holy Land – he says,
“Where you are is the Holy Land.”

The parishioners had decided the campus architecture would
be built in the mission style. The church would be decorated
with a fish net motif, a reminder of the Apostle Andrew’s original
profession and how the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net cast
into the sea. The commission to create the striking Stations
of the Cross paintings was awarded to Ervin Clark, an atheist.
Clark’s original painting for the First Station featured a boy that
Father Joe felt looked too happy. He requested Clark do it over.
Unhappy, Clark’s next version featured a boy looking grim and
angry, maybe a reflection of the artist’s own feelings at the
moment.

Todd and Mary Huffman are among those current parishioners
who joined St. Andrew’s in the early days. They were impressed
with how welcoming the church was, particularly to children.
Mary notes that children at mass means a parish is young and
growing. Todd and Mary were married by Father Joe in the social
hall, and their two children were later baptized there. They have
moved a few times over the years but still call St. Andrew’s their
church home and now their grandchildren are attending.

So, what would he like the St. Andrew’s members of today to
remember about the hospital for sinners he helped build years
ago? “The sacrifice of the people,” he says. It was the people’s
vision, not his. The people were the church. “We built a home
for them,” says Father Joe. “Get out of the way and let God be
God.”

ST. ANDREW HISTORY
Top Left
Current view of the North Entrance
of our Church, displaying the classic
three-arches and the Holy Spirit in the
center. Our Bell Tower is also visible.
Top Right
Aerial image of our campus taken in
1989 with only the original Church
and Bell Tower.
Bottom Left
Bishop Thomas O’Brien watches on as
Fr. Joe Hennessy breaks ground at our
campus site on May 10, 1987
Bottom Right
A sign can be seen facing Ray Rd,
taken in 1986.
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RCIA WITNESS
My Journey
by Charlie Johnston

this grace in vain, take advantage of
this blessing and grow to know Him,
like you’d grow to know your newlywed
spouse. Spend time with Him in prayer,
scripture reading, adoration and liturgy.

“Christianity is not an intellectual system,
a collection of dogmas, or a moralism.
Christianity is an encounter, a love story;
an event”

The Catholic Church is Christ’s Body
extended into this world, without Him
at our center we are just a social club. If
you are Catholic and haven’t come to
this realization, there’s no time like the
present. Make Jesus the center of your
life. You’ll never be the same.

-Pope Benedict XVI
As an adult convert to Catholicism, I’m
often asked about the reasons for my
conversion, the arguments and evidence,
for and against Catholicism in particular,
and Christianity in general. But, what’s
often left out of the conversation
is the most important component
of conversion. We are all called to
conversion throughout our lives, even if
you were raised a Catholic your whole
life; you too must be a convert. We all
must have a conversion of heart towards
Christ.
By the time I got around to actually
attending The Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults (“RCIA”) and converting, I was
thoroughly convinced of the truth of
Catholicism, but it was almost entirely
an intellectual assent. I had no real
conversion of heart, no turning from sin,
no seeking God in prayer, no bearing
fruit in my life. I was just convinced
that Catholicism was true, the same as
saying the world is round or 2+2=4. It
had no real ramifications on my life; it
was just me following the truth where it
led without realizing that the Truth is a
person.
My approach was the same as could
be said of someone studying history
or physics. There were textbooks and
important places and things, but it was
all academic and not lived.
I could quote sections of canon law
and cite the catechism all day long,
but I wasn’t really any different than
when I started; I was bearing no fruit.
This doesn’t mean that laws and rules
are bad. Not in the least! What would
baseball be like if the runner could just
run home and score from first base
without touching second and third? Or
if a hockey player could pin the goalie to
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If you’re Catholic and have never had
this experience of Christ in your life,
or if you are not Catholic and want to
find out more about how you can get to
know Jesus and His Church, then we’d
like to invite you to come check our
RCIA program. Come learn about the
sacraments, the liturgy, the history of
the church, and most importantly about
Jesus Christ himself.
He is waiting for you, even before you
knew you were searching, He has been
calling to you. Take a moment to listen
to His voice, and follow it home. Jesus
Christ is what it is all about. Christ is the
answer.
the ice while a teammate shot the puck
into the net. Without rules, life is chaotic.
We need rules in our church and our
lives, but canon law divorced from the
giver of all laws is an empty shell. The
catechism without Christ is of no gain.
This all changed for me at some point in
RCIA during Lent. I didn’t have a Road to
Damascus moment and the sky didn’t
split open for me to see God face to
face, it wasn’t even a one time event.
But, during Lent that year I experienced
Jesus Christ in the Liturgy like I never
had before. I became aware of the fact
that I wasn’t learning about and growing
closer to a system of beliefs, I was getting
to know a person. A person who knew
me before He created me, a person
who wants us to know Him and spend
all eternity with Him. A person who laid
down His life so that we could live.
And as Catholics we have the great
advantage of receiving His glorified Body
and Blood at every Mass. Don’t receive
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“It is Jesus that you seek when you dream
of happiness; He is waiting for you when
nothing else you find satisfies you; He is
the beauty to which you are so attracted;
it is He who provoked you with that thirst
for fullness that will not let you settle for
compromise; it is He who urges you to
shed the masks of a false life; it is He who
reads in your heart your most genuine
choices, the choices that others try to
stifle.”
-Saint John Paul II

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Domestic Church Assistants aka
Children’s Religious Education
Catechists and Volunteers
by Barb Nicol
“In our own time, in a world often alien
and even hostile to faith, believing
families are of primary importance as
centers of living radiant faith. For this
reason the Second Vatican Council, using
an ancient expression, calls the family the
Ecclesia domestica. It is in the bosom of
the family that parents are “by word and
example…the first heralds of the faith
with regard to their children.”
- Catechism of the Catholic Church
(1656)
This is a pretty tall order that has been
echoed down through the ages and
is now sitting squarely in the laps of
families everywhere. Yours, mine, the

schoolyard bully’s, and the lady who lives
with only her three cats in the corner
house. The family, whatever that looks
like, begins – as well as fosters and
encourages – life lived in faith.
You may have heard the saying: “Preach
the Gospel and when necessary, use
words.” Basically what that means is the
old adage: “Actions speak louder than
words.” Children will often pay attention
more to actions (examples) than they do
to words. Examples of faith formation in
your own home could be regular prayer,
a reading from the Bible occasionally,
Mass attendance, family service projects,
faith acknowledgments displayed (e.g.,
candles, prayer books, crucifix, wall
art), a clear sense of right and wrong
acknowledged, and music that supports
Christian beliefs “… by word and
example…”
Even though the family is the domestic
church, and parents the first and primary

teachers of the faith, who wouldn’t be
happy to receive a bit of assistance
with such an important task? Enter the
Children’s Religious Education (“RE”)
programs. St. Andrew has close to
500 children in the various programs
through middle school this year. To
assist with passing on the faith are
80+ catechists and volunteers. The
RE programs support the family’s
ongoing endeavors by providing age
appropriate resources and opportunities
for students. Classwork is shared with
families on a weekly basis in order to
further discussions surrounding topics in
the home.
It’s sometimes a tough world out there
for kids. Isn’t it great to know that there
is a strong team connection between
home and parish that helps kids navigate
the challenges? I know I am very proud to
play a part on each side.

TOGETHER LET US GO FORTH
CAMPAIGN UPDATE
This past year, we had an exciting opportunity to raise
funds for extraordinary projects for our parish because we
combined efforts with the rest of the Diocese of Phoenix to
participate in the Together Let Us Go Forth ~ Juntos Sigamos
Adelante Campaign.
This campaign is only the second campaign in the history of
our Diocese and will enable the Diocese of Phoenix and St.
Andrew the Apostle Parish to raise significant funds for our
needs.
The key objective of the Diocesan campaign is to increase
awareness, build support, and maximize the potential for
evangelization and discipleship throughout our Diocese.

To date as a parish, we have pledged $1.4 Million! Thank you
to the 303 families that have committed to giving a sacrificial
gift to this endeavor so far! Our parish has always been one
of great generosity and that is evidenced by the showing of
support we have gained for this campaign.
Please be assured that as we receive the payouts from the
Diocese, which will total at least $490,000 (over the next five
years), we will keep in constant communication with you all
so as to deliver on our promises and partner with you to keep
St. Andrew the Apostle a beacon of light in our community
and in service to all those around us. For more information
on the campaign, and to pledge your support, please visit:
www.togetherletusgoforth.org

One of the incredible aspects of this campaign is that 35%
of all funds raised will come straight back to our parish! Our
share of the funds will be used towards:
• Completion of the placement of two statues and mural work
within our sanctuary
• Supplementing the existing maintenance fund which will
be used to re-purpose the pews, update church flooring and
bathrooms, and renovate the Baptismal Font.
• Completion of the Sanctuary Renovation Project by paying
off the existing loan.
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FEATURED MONTHLY EVENTS
JANUARY

FEBRUARY

JANUARY 18 - ARIZONA MARCH FOR LIFE AND RALLY

FEBRUARY 29 - 7TH ANNUAL MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL

10:30am-2:00pm at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza. Abby
Johnson is the keynote speaker. “Life Empowers: Pro-Life
is Pro-Woman” is the theme for 2020. Be a voice for the
voiceless and help build a Culture of Life. Bus transportation
from St. Andrews will be available in the morning.

Celebrate our parish’s cultural diversity and the universality
of God’s people who worship together. The Church is
decorated with flags of the countries representing our
parishioners. It is very colorful and festive, encouraging our
true celebration in the Mass.

JANUARY 22 - DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL
PROTECTION OF THE UNBORN

Events begin with The Parade of Nations into the Church
just before the 5:00pm Mass. The children proudly carry
in the flags of the countries of their national heritage. The
Mass readings are recited in several native languages. The
music also reflects our diversity and universality. Then,
join in the fun in the courtyard and the hall after Mass for
delicious ethnic foods and cultural performances.

The Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of the Unborn is
January 22nd, the anniversary of Roe v. Wade. Pray to end
abortion; Pray for life.
JANUARY 25 - ULTRASOUND FUNDRAISER DINNER
6:00pm in Hennessey Hall. Enjoy fajitas, rice, and beans.
There will be a DJ and dancing. Tickets are $25 per person.
Keynote speaker is TBA. The KOC Ultrasound Initiative helps
provide the technology to save lives by funding ultrasound
machines for Aid to Women Centers. Seeing a living, moving
being with a heartbeat has the power to change the minds
of women considering an abortion. Here is another chance
to support a Culture of Life. Please plan to attend this most
worthwhile event.

Parishioners bring their specialty dishes, representation
their culture for attendees to sample. You will find quite a
variety, as there were 25 countries represented last year.
Even our priests cook up some tasty East African food to
share. Join in to build community in a fun way! Plan to
attend; plan to enjoy!

MARCH

APRIL

MARCH 22-24 - LENTEN MISSION: THE WORD, THE DEVIL,
AND THE FLESH

APRIL 5-12 - HOLY WEEK

Presented by Reverend Scott Harris, MM, MD, who will
give the sermon at all weekend Masses and also speak
on Monday and Tuesday. Father Scott will focus on ways
we can fight these three enemies of the soul. He will
incorporate the message from Bishop Barron’s Letter to a
Suffering Church emphasizing our need to be encouraged
and stay the fight. He stresses the importance of prayer,
adoration, and being available to the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
Fr. Scott is a Maryknoll missionary who served many years
in East Africa and China. He is also a medical doctor and
trauma surgeon. He celebrated his 40th jubilee in 2018.
You may recognize him, as he was interim Pastor here for a
few months in 2015. He is a dynamic speaker prepared to
present the topic for your spiritual enlightenment. Please
make time to attend.

Be blessed and grow spiritually by participating in these most
sacred rituals of our Catholic liturgy.
April 5th: Palm Sunday. Regular Mass schedule. Collect your
blessed palms and share in Jesus’ triumphant, yet humble entry into
Jerusalem.
April 8th: Tenebrae service, 7:00pm. Pray, listen to scripture, and
reflect on the upcoming somber events in Christ’s Passion.
April 9th: Holy Thursday, 7:00pm. Mass and celebration of the
institution of the Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper.
April 10th: Good Friday service, 3:00pm. The Passion of Christ.
Be witness as He suffered and died for us; venerate the Cross.
Stations of the Cross, 7:00pm.
April 11th: Holy Saturday, 7:00pm. Easter Vigil Mass, Rite of
Initiation.
April 12th: Easter Sunday! Mass in Tent, 7:00am. Mass in Church
and Tent, 9:00am, 11:00am. Celebrate Our Risen Lord! Alleluia!

APRIL 18 - PARISH PICNIC
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus on the grassy area
next to parking lot. 10:00am – 2:00pm. The Knights will
cook their famous burgers and brats; sides and desserts
available. Contests and games for the kids. Come for fun
and fellowship. Meet other parishioners. Socialize with the
people you pray with.
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