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In this edition of Good News, Susan Zeck has written 
a wonderful article about the Rosary and the many 
opportunities to pray it here at St Andrew the 
Apostle.  This is without a doubt one of the most 
powerful forms of prayer. We hope that in reading 
her article you will be encouraged, if you aren’t 
already, to make it an important part of your daily 
activities. 
This edition of Good News also includes articles 
about Advent, profile of Father Edward, the 
Beatification of Father Michael McGivney (founder 

of the Knights of Columbus), and Catholic Social 
Teaching.  We hope you will enjoy these stories. 
Also, we invite you to comment, critique 
or recommend articles for future editions 
of the Good News.  You may contact us at         
StewardshipCouncil@standrewchandler.com.  Also, 
if you are interested in writing, photography, or 
assisting with editorial work, and would like to join 
this ministry, you may contact us using the same 
email address. 
Enjoy the “Good News.” 

  You have been told, O man,                
  what is good,
  and what the Lord requires of      
  you;
  Only to do the right and to      
  love goodness,
  and to walk humbly with your     
  God.   Micah 6:8
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 PARISH PROFILE:  FATHER EDWARD
Parish Profile:  Father Edward 

by Brian J. Tindell

Father Edward Urassa, AJ grew up in the 
Rombo district of Tanzania, in view of 
the looming Mt. Kilimanjaro.  He was the 
middle brother in a family of six boys 
and six girls.  His father taught carpentry 
and masonry at a technical school while 
his mother tended to their large family.  
She taught the children the value of hard 
work, including farm labor.  

They lived in a mainly Catholic 
community, and their home was next 
to the parish and the primary school.  
Father Edward’s father was the organist 
in the church and also the choir director.  
Father Edward attended daily mass with 
his grandparents and loved to listen to 
his father play hymns.  Watching the 
priest celebrate mass fascinated him.  
Under the guidance of their good parish 
priest, Father Edward became an altar 
boy.  After taking an exam and being 
interviewed, he was admitted into the 
seminary.

Father Edward’s community strongly 
supported young people pursuing church 
vocations.  It was prestigious for a family 
to have a child in religious life—his 
sister and his aunt are both nuns. As he 
crossed every hurdle on his way towards 
the seminary and priesthood, Father 
Edward discerned that this was God’s 
plan for his life.  “As you succeed at every 
stage, it’s a sign of calling,” he says.  “God 
has to enable you to fulfill your calling.  
You grow in that vocation and as you 
succeed you are nourishing your calling.”

He recalls that his family considered it 
a blessing that he chose the priesthood 
but, today in Tanzania, fewer young 
people are choosing religious life.  
The same can be said in America.  
Father Edward thinks young people 
have other priorities and receive less 
encouragement than he had.

Father Edward was assigned to the Uru 
Minor Seminary run by the Apostles of 
Jesus Missionary Order.  After ordination, 
he served in Uganda for two years before 
returning to Tanzania to be principal 
of Star Academy, a secondary school 

operated by the Apostles of Jesus.  He 
worked at the school for six years.

The Diocese of Phoenix applied to 
the Apostles of Jesus for priests to 
fill positions and Father Edward was 
assigned to serve in Arizona.  He 
welcomed it as a blessing.  “I was excited 
about it,” he recalls.  “My prayer has 
been answered.”  He wanted to have 
adventures and see what America was 
like.  

Of course, the desert heat was a shock 
to Father Edward, who had only known 
Africa’s tropical climate.  But, the biggest 
difference he saw was how people in 
America manage time.  Americans use 
time more intensely and are always 
working.  There is “no hurry in Africa,” 
he says with a smile, but he likes the 
industrious way people use time here.

He is amazed by the wide variety of 
foods available in Arizona and has a 
liking for pizza.  In fact, Father Edward 
really enjoys cooking.  He had to prepare 
meals for his younger brothers and 
sisters while growing up and, here in 
Arizona, he has enthusiastically taken 
to the kitchen again.  He also likes 
gardening and carpentry.  He worked in 
the school garden as a boy and helped 
in his father’s carpentry business.  As 

a student, he would make things like 
wheelbarrows out of scrap material and 
sell them for extra money.  He still takes 
up some carpentry projects when he 
visits his home.  

Father Edward watches soccer but he 
is not a serious fan of any team.  He 
likes following the news and listening 
to church music.  He has done some 
traveling around the U.S. and would like 
to visit Washington, D.C. someday.  The 
pilgrimage he was going to lead to the 
Holy Land this summer was postponed 
to next year.   

At St. Andrew the Apostle, Father 
Edward is involved in ministering to 
the sick, which includes bringing them 
communion and anointing.  He calls it 
“the silent ministry” because only the 
priest and the patient’s family know it.  
He is working on adult faith formation in 
our parish as well.  He often celebrates 
the 7 a.m. Sunday mass, which has seen 
its number of attendees steadily increase 
since pandemic restrictions were eased.

As an African immigrant to America, 
Father Edward reports that he has not 
experienced overt discrimination.  He 
takes a spiritual view of the racial tension 
that has boiled over in the country this 
year.  “If we all come to agree that we are 
created in the image and likeness of God, 
then it will open the door for any further 
discussion.  It is written in Proverbs 9:10 
– the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom,” he says.  “We need that change 
of attitude and the willingness to help 
make our world a better place to live, 
and it must start with our own families.  
What we tell our children about the other 
person matters a lot.”

The hardest thing about being a priest, 
says Father Edward, is trying to unify 
people of different backgrounds and 
viewpoints, to bring them together to 
listen to the one voice of Jesus Christ.  
“Not for my sake,” he says, “but for the 
one who called me.”

The best part of the priesthood?  “I’m 
standing there in the person of Jesus,” 
he replies.  People give him respect, 
everyone is aware of his presence.  “It’s 
very humbling.”  
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FUNERAL MINISTRY
Funeral and Bereavement 
Ministries
by Susan Zeck

“The Lord is my shepherd,  I shall 
not want.”   So begins Psalm 
23, one of the most popular 
scripture readings at funeral 
Masses according to Pat Kosis, 
the Bereavement Minister at St. 
Andrew’s.   This psalm reflects 
hope and trust in God, which 
comforts the sorrow of loss. The 
death of a loved one is a very 
stressful time and the goal of 
the Funeral Ministry is to help 
and support the family making 
the arrangements for their final 
farewell to the deceased.   Pat 
says, “We meet the needs of the 
bereaved families with love and 
compassion,” as they are assisted 
with the specific steps in planning 
the Rite of Christian Burial.    
Pat has been a parishioner at 
St. Andrew’s since its inception.  
She was working here as the 
parish nurse when Father Joe 
Hennessy asked her to lead the 
funeral ministry.  She cautiously 
accepted; that was in 1997!   Pat 
loves being there for people in 
need, saying, “it is a sad time, 
but you find strength in your 
faith to face the challenge.”   She 
adds that the Funeral Ministry 
represents the entire St. Andrew’s 
faith community in supporting 
the families in their sorrow.         
The Rite of Christian Burial 
includes a three-step ritual: 
The Vigil (viewing), the service 
(Mass), and the Committal 
(burial).  Planning the funeral is a 
coordinated effort involving many 
staff members and volunteers, 
including the clergy and people 
from various ministries such 
as liturgical, music and sound, 

worship environment, and 
communication.  Pat or one 
of the three other Funeral 
Coordinators will assist with 
planning the Mass.  The same 
coordinator will be with the 
family throughout the entire 
process and will be there on the 
day of the funeral.  The assigned 
Deacon will assist with the Vigil at 
the Funeral Home and with the 
Committal at the cemetery. 
The liturgy planning includes 
selecting scripture readings 
and songs, designating who will 
participate, choosing memories 
to be shared and selecting 
what to include in the worship 
aid.   It will all come together 
in a beautiful and meaningful 
ceremony celebrating the life of 
their loved one at the funeral.  
At St. Andrew’s the liturgical 
color used for funerals is 
white, symbolizing hope in the 
resurrection and eternal life.   We 
believe that for God’s faithful 
people, life is changed and not 
ended.  
More people are choosing 
cremation over casket burials.   
There were 36 recorded funerals 
at St. Andrew’s parish in the first 
nine months of this year, with 27 
of those remains being cremated.  
A Committal is still necessary; 
cremation requires burial or 
placement of the ashes in a 
columbarium.  
The pandemic restrictions 
interfered with some funeral 
protocols, as there were less 
Vigils and more Committals 
without a Mass.   Now, with 
increased attendance permitted, 
up to 250 people can attend 
the services.  Masks and social 
distancing are still required.  
Receptions have been curtailed 

since March and, unfortunately, 
it is not known when they could 
begin again.
Pre-planning funeral services are 
also offered through the Funeral 
Ministry.  You can plan everything 
for yourself.   Documents stating 
your intentions will then be filed 
with the Church.
Deep grief often doesn’t 
really set in until the funeral 
is over.  Pat and three other 
ministry volunteers facilitate 
a bereavement group to help 
with the grieving process.  It is a 
non-structured support group 
that meets for an hour in the 
evening on the last Thursday of 
each month, averaging four to 
fifteen participants.   Pat explains, 
“They can vent, talk about their 
progress, stumbling blocks or 
setbacks and know that they are 
not alone. It’s especially helpful in 
new situations, like experiencing 
the first holiday without your 
loved one. We support them in 
their grief.”  The group restarted 
in July after a curtailment due to 
COVID-19.  Pat says it is helpful 
and people keep coming back.  If 
they need more structure, they 
are referred to Seasons of Hope.
Seasons of Hope is a more 
structured support group for the 
bereaved.  It meets on Monday 
evenings for six weekly session 
four times a year (like the four 
seasons).  Pre-registration is 
required.  The second season 
began on October 19th, but you 
can join at any time. 

   



KNIGHT’S CORNER
Father Michael J. McGivney, a parish priest, founded 
the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Amid an anti-
Catholic climate, he established the Knights to 
provide spiritual aid to Catholic men and financial 
help for families who had lost their breadwinner.  
Today, with more than 2 million members in more 
than a dozen countries, the Knights are the world’s 
largest Catholic fraternal service organization, with 
nearly two million members in more than a dozen 
countries.  Father McGivney’s beatification Mass 
took place in Hartford, Connecticut, on October 31, 
2020.
In May, Pope Francis approved a miracle attributed 
to McGivney’s intercession.  The miracle involved an 
unborn child in the United States who was healed 
in-utero of a life-threatening condition in 2015 after 
his family prayed to McGivney.  After beatification, 
one more authenticated miracle attributed to Father 
McGivney is required before he can be considered 
for canonization. 
In a recent letter to the Knights, Pope Francis 
commended McGivney’s contributions to the world 
and to the Church.  The Pope said the priest’s 
service to the poor and vulnerable calls the Knights 
“to deepen their commitment to live as missionary 
disciples in charity, unity and fraternity.”  The Pope 
added that he was “…grateful…for the…countless 
ways in which the Knights of Columbus continue to 
bear prophetic witness to God’s dream for a more 

fraternal, just, and equitable world in which all are 
recognized as neighbors and no one is left behind.”
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said “For members 
of the Knights of Columbus and many others, the 
news of the beatification is a time of great joy and 
celebration.  Father McGivney ministered to those 
on the margins of society in the 19th century, 
and his example has inspired millions of Knights 
to follow his example in their own parishes and 
communities.”
By supporting the parish through volunteering and 
fundraising for our many ministries, organizations, 
and activities, and by supporting our parish priests, 
the Knights of St. Andrew the Apostle are actively 
and consistently following Father McGivney’s 
example.  As Knights, we focus on our community by 
volunteering and helping organizations such as the 
United Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, Right to 
Life, the Justa Center, and others.  
It is truly a rewarding experience for all of 
the Knights who participate in these various 
activities and endeavors.  Council 9482 at St. 
Andrew’s is always looking for men to join so if 
you are interested please go to 
KofC Membership and fill out the 
membership form.  
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FUNERAL MINISTRY (CONT.)
Deacon Ernie Garcia has been the facilitator for the 
past five years.  He has been serving at St. Andrew’s 
parish ever since he was ordained in 2000.  Deacon 
Ernie believes that grief can become overwhelming 
and he encourages people to give this group a try 
especially if they are feeling stuck in their grieving 
process.  He describes it as a small faith-based 
community.  There are currently seven people in his 
group.  Some return after completing all session to 
help others, as a work of mercy.
The basic format includes Catholic tradition, prayer, 
scripture readings and group exercises presented 
in an accepting, nurturing environment.  People 
grieve in different ways and by sharing they can 
help each other move through the process.  Deacon 
Ernie gives this example: “Sometimes you get stuck 
in a phase, like anger, and it can block the grieving 

process, causing a distraction, so you can’t move 
on.”  He explains that there may be someone in the 
group who has been able to work through that stage 
so they can relate and share their story.  He adds, 
“The strength of healing comes from our faith and 
you have to have hope. We listen and give support.”
In closing Deacon Ernie says, “our Lord assured us 
that those who mourn shall be comforted and this 
is the place to get that done.”  From the first phone 
call to the Funeral Ministry office, to planning and 
rituals, to the Bereavement Support group, and to 
the last session of Seasons for Hope you will be 
comforted with love and compassion. 
You can get more information about both ministries 
from individual brochures available in the Narthex 
and on the parish website under Caring Ministries.



 HOLY ROSARY
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The Holy Rosary - Prayer and 
Devotion
by Susan Zeck

The Rosary is a powerful prayer, 
a rewarding spiritual devotion 
and a beautiful sacramental.  
October is the month dedicated 
to the Holy Rosary and October 
7th is the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary.  Our Blessed Mother 
appeared to three shepherd 
children at Fatima, Portugal 
on the thirteenth day of every 
month beginning in May and 
ending in October 1917.  Her 
plea was to pray the Rosary 
every day for peace.  Are you 
praying the Rosary?  St. Andrew’s 
offers several opportunities to 
participate in this devotion.  We 
hope that this review encourages 
you to consider joining in a public 
prayer group or including the 
Rosary in your daily prayers.
St. Dominic is credited with 
popularizing the Rosary after 
Mary gave it to him during a 
vision in 1214.  Influenced by 
many Holy Popes and saints, the 
format and prayers gradually 
developed over the centuries 
to become the prayer we recite 
today.  In 1569, Pope Pius V 
secured uniformity by officially 
establishing the Rosary as a 
Vatican sanctioned prayer 
with the standards for the 
Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious 
mysteries.  
During her July apparition, Our 
Lady introduced the Fatima 
prayer and requested that it be 
said after each decade.  This 
prayer was formally approved 
in 1930 but is still considered 
optional. It is included in the 
Rosary at St. Andrew’s.  

 The last change came in October 
2002 (The Year of the Rosary) 
when St. Pope John Paul II added 
the Luminous mysteries.  The 
Rosary is a meditation of the 
life of Jesus and the Pope saw 
a gap between Jesus’ childhood 
and His death.  Our Holy Father 
explained, “He is the light of the 
world; this truth emerges in a 
special way during His public life 
when He proclaims the Gospel.”  
We can experience the Gospel 
through all of the mysteries.  We 
greet Mary and she takes us to 
Jesus.
Venerable Fulton Sheen said, 
“the Rosary is psychologically 
one of the greatest prayers 
because it draws all our scattered 
human energies, minds, lips and 
fingertips, into a single unifying 
purpose.”  This great prayer is 
said in times of personal crisis 
and public tragedy.  There are 
many rosary novenas going 
on now for many intentions, 
including the Right to Life and the 
upcoming National Election.
Most rosary festivities this month 
had to be scaled down or done 
remotely due to the pandemic.  
Rosary rallies were still held, 
but without the crowds.  The 
Diocese of Phoenix livestreamed 
their celebration, which was held 
at Saint Juan Diego church on 
October 18th.  Many parishioners 
watched this event together 
in Hennessey Hall.  This year, 
Our Lady Undoer of Knots was 
honored.
At St. Andrew’s, the Rosary is 
recited in the church every 
morning, Monday through 
Saturday at 8:00 a.m. before 
Mass.  Nancy Serwint, a long-
time parishioner, leads these 
weekday prayers.  Members 

of the Marian Missionaries of 
Divine Mercy (“MMDM”) ministry 
lead the Rosary for Peace every 
Saturday morning.  Margie 
Kessler, the group’s coordinator, 
also leads the peace prayers 
every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. 
during the exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  The Knights 
of Columbus take the lead every 
fifth Sunday, one-half hour before 
a designated Mass.
In honor of the 100th Anniversary 
of the Fatima apparitions, 
the MMDM ministry, with the 
blessings of Father Robert, 
started two new Rosary traditions 
in 2017.  The first is the monthly 
Fatima procession, modeled 
after the renowned Rosary and 
Candlelight Procession held in 
Fatima.   
St. Andrew’s procession is held on 
or close to the thirteenth of every 
month.  A member of the MMDM 
ministry, Dr. Glen Waterkotte, 
built a carrying rack for the 
processions, which is also used 
to display the statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima in the Narthex.  Our 
Lady is carried outside leading 
the way through the courtyard, 
around the block and back to 
the church.  The congregation 
follows holding LED candles or 
waving white cloths, reciting the 
rosary and singing Ave Maria.  It 
is a beautiful sight to behold.  The 
tradition had to be curtailed due 
to COVID-19, but resumed with 
limitations in August and is now 
offered in the mornings after the 
8:30 a.m. Mass. 



 HOLY ROSARY (CONT.)
The second tradition is the 
exchange of the traveling or 
pilgrim statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima within the parish 
community.  Recommended by 
Bishop Olmsted, the objective 
of this devotion is to encourage 
families to pray the Rosary 
together.  The exchange would 
begin with a commission and 
blessing after a Sunday Mass.  
The new family would keep the 
statue for a week, placing it in 
a prominent place in the home, 
reciting the rosary daily and 
inviting friends to pray.  Our 
priests would often stop by 
families’ homes to join in the 
Rosary as well.  
This tradition also had to stop 
due to COVID-19.  Margie did 
not want to leave the statue in 

her box, so it has been passed 
around by request.  Vic and 
Nancy Arnold welcomed this 
opportunity.  Nancy says, “we 
were privileged to have Our 
Lady with us for two weeks at 
the beginning of the lock down.  
It was wonderful to pray the 
rosary with family and friends, 
even if it had to be on Zoom and 
conference calls. She helped 
us get through very uncertain 
times.”
Our Lady also spent time with 
Tom and Leslie Hatfield who 
pray the Rosary together every 
evening.  Leslie had total knee 
replacement surgery in June and 
found great comfort in having 
the Blessed Mother in their home 
during her difficult recovery.  She 
says, “The nights were the worst, 

so I would look over at her and 
knew she was taking care of me, 
praying for me and blessing me.”  
Margie is hopeful that both 
traditions will get back on track 
as pandemic restrictions loosen. 
What message would she give to 
encourage praying the rosary?  
“Our Blessed Mother asked us 
to pray the Rosary daily.  My 
philosophy is:  Get started!  Make 
it part of your daily routine.”   
She adds that even starting with 
a decade a day confirms your 
commitment.  “Mary will love you 
with all her heart and guide you 
to her Son.”
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When we fail to acknowledge as part of reality the worth of a poor person, a hu-
man embryo, a person with disabilities - to offer just a few examples - it becomes 

difficult to hear the cry of nature itself; everything is connected.
         
           - Pope Francis

Top Left                                          

St. Andrew’s Fatima Procession

Top Right                                          

Pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima in a 
parishioner’s home

Bottom Left                                           
Carrying rack for the Fatima Procession, 
built by Dr. Glem Waterkotte

Bottom Right                                           
St. Andrew’s Rosary Procession along 
Ray Road
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FIRST COMMUNION

Top Left
Candidates participate in the 
Mass
Top Center
Beauty in tradition, Blanche Le 
Faou wearing her mother’s First 
Communion dress
Top Right
Candidates were grateful for the 
day
Bottom
Lovely in white

CATACHESIS OF THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD

BLESSING OF THE PETS

Left
Getting final instructions before 
the blessing
Top Right
A beautiful for a blessing
Bottom Right 
Fr. Edward blesses the animals



by Deacon Ernie Garcia

In October 2014, my wife Marilyn and I attended a Cursillo 
renewal.  One of the speakers, Geri Desmond, had returned 
the previous summer from the Camino de Santiago with her 
daughter, Shannon.   

Geri spoke about this pilgrimage that I was familiar with from 
the movie, “The Way,” starring Martin Sheen.  I had a chance 
to express my interest in doing this, but my concern about age 
was holding me back.  Her suggestion was that I progressively 
increase my short daily walks and then make that decision. 

In the Catholic world, the Camino de Santiago is one of the most 
popular pilgrimages after Jerusalem and Rome.  It is the Walk of 
St. James, the Apostle who went to Spain to evangelize converts 
to the Faith.  Several hundred years old, many pilgrims including 
St. Francis of Assisi have made this pilgrimage. 

My plan was to begin with short walk and then slowly increase 
my distance.   The day that I completed 12 miles, I felt that I 
could probably do this.  To complete 500 miles, would take 
about 34 days, walking 15 miles each day.  I then asked God to 
bless this plan. 

I asked a friend, Paul Mackel and my daughter Suzanne to join 
me.  Because of her children, Suzanne could only get away for 
two weeks and Paul was also limited on time.  And so, Suzanne 
and I would begin together, and she would stay with me until 
we met Paul in Logrono, Spain.  On April 6, 2015 Easter Monday, 
Suzanne and I were off to Paris.  We would then catch a train 
to Bayonne, and then a short bus ride to St. Jean Pied de Port, 
France where we began.  

Our first day was long and difficult, around 18 miles over the 
Pyrenes.  We arrived in Roncesvalles, Spain that evening.  I was 
totally exhausted with cramps, but Suzanne, young and strong, 
was okay.   

That evening, the reality of hiking the Camino became apparent.  
I did not have blisters, but my feet felt like I was walking on 
broken glass as I hobbled down a long hallway to take a shower.  

Early the next morning, we noticed a table with Pilgrim items left 
behind. It was that first day experience that helped everyone 
decide if what they were carrying was needed for another 482 

miles.  

As time passed, each day gradually became easier as we got 
into the rhythm.  Paul and I arrived in Santiago on Sunday of the 
Ascension of Jesus, just in time to attend the Pilgrims Mass.  

A wonderful day that was.  There was a Joy I felt that lasted 
several weeks.   

Upon my return home, I visited my spiritual advisor, Father Joe 
Hennessy, who was very interested in hearing about my Camino 
experiences.   He reminded me about the story of Pete Rose, the 
famous baseball player for the Cincinnati Reds.  Pete Rose was 
famous for being an all-time leader in hits, not home runs.  He 
continued that often, “God Experiences” happen to us in small 
ways, not large.  

As I thought back, I recalled many possibilities, but in particular, 
three that were very poignant:   

Just two days after Suzanne and I began, two pilgrim ladies from 
California, helped me after I twisted my knee.   Then, they sent 
an email to friends back home about it.  The email mysteriously 
found its way to my friend Geri Desmond, who then forwarded 
it to me.    

Another time, the two Korean pilgrim ladies found my wallet 
and passport and returned them to me.  

Finally, in 2019, 347,678 Pilgrims completed the Camino de 
Santiago.  The odds of looking for and finding someone, would 
be difficult.   But, that is what happened upon my meeting and 
helping Michael John Poirier, a well-known Catholic composer 
and singer who had lost his money and credit card.   

Were these mere coincidences or did God send each of them to 
help make my pilgrimage special?  As I think back, I realize that I 
was never alone.  The Camino is physically difficult and, at best, 
brutal.  But, as difficult as it was, God was with me each and 
every step of the way. 

After my return, someone asked me if I would ever do another 
pilgrimage, and I remember answering, “No.”  But, as the 
months passed, I found myself mysteriously drawn to returning.  
And so, I began making plans to return in 2016.  I have never 
forgotten that first Camino experience and, in 2019, I completed 
four Camino’s and went back to begin another one. 

CAMINO DE SANTIAGO PILGIRMAGE
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Left

St. Jean Pied de Porte, first day of 
pilgrimage, Deacon Ernie and his 
daughter Suzanne, April 2015

Right

Camino Frances at the marker for last 
100km of Santiago de Compostela in 
2015



CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
Catholic Social Teaching:  The Mission Lives on Through Us

by Barb Nicol

When was the first time you heard the term “Catholic Social 
Teaching?” I am a cradle Catholic who attended Catholic schools 
in the 60’s.  I have worked in religious education in Catholic 
schools for 28 years.  Yet, I first heard the term maybe six years 
ago. What is this new-fangled idea the Church has going on? 

Here’s the thing, it’s not new. In fact, many of you might have 
heard it referred to by another name, the Spiritual and Corporal 
Works of Mercy.  Does that ring a more familiar bell?  It does 
for me, but Catholic Social Teaching (“CST”) takes us just a bit 
deeper into living the Gospel. 

Over 2,000 years ago, Jesus spoke these words: 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

 because he has anointed me

 to bring glad tidings to the poor.

 …liberty to captives

 and recovery of sight to the blind,

 to let the oppressed go free…” (Lk 4:18)

The words were meant for us living in 2020 every bit as much as 
they were meant for those listening to Jesus in the synagogue.  
The Spirit is active, not passive.  The Spirit calls us to be active as 
well.

CST has as its center a call to be active in our relationships.  
The Sign of the Cross, a very simple prayer, which begins “In 
the name of the Father,” can help us to see that concept at 
work.  What thoughts come to your mind as you hear the word 
“father?”  Many of you would probably think of the head of a 
family or household, but the word is relational.  Next is the 
“Son”—offspring of the father; again, relational.

Rounding out the prayer is the “Holy Spirit.”   In John, Chapter 
3 we read, “[f]or God so loved the world that he gave his 
only son.”  This beloved Son promised us an advocate.  “The 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my name—
he will teach you everything and remind you of all that [I] told 
you.” (Jn. 14:26) And, Jesus told us he would always be there 
for us. “…And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 
age.” (Mt 28:20).  Through his relationship with us, God shares 
his love with all the people, all the time.  We are not just to “keep 
the faith,” but we are meant to share it.

Because we are made in the image and likeness of God, we have 
been called to live in relationship with Him.  We are called to 
be led by the Spirit to follow the examples set forth by Christ.  
Who, by example, taught of the one true God, who ate with the 
tax collectors, who came to bring glad tidings to the poor, who 
identified with the hungry and the stranger, and who sent his 
disciples out to minister in pairs.  Christ modeled relationships, 
love, justice and peace for all people.

CST provides the Church guidelines to assist in being focused 
in our relationships. There are books written on the subject, 
including The Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 
which was published in 2004 by the Pontifical Council for Justice 
and Peace at the request of Pope John Paul II.  There are certain 
themes addressed in CST, which help us live out our baptismal 
call.  Each theme is supported by scripture, as well as writings of 
popes and bishops.

The seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching are:

 •  Life and Dignity of the Human Person

 •  Call to Family, Community, and Participation

 •  Rights and Responsibilities

 •  Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

 •  The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

 •  Solidarity

 •  Care for God’s Creation

The Good News newsletter will be able to elaborate on the 
specifics of each of these themes over the next several issues, 
as it is challenging to do in one article.  However, we can begin 
to unpack the first theme, The Life and Dignity of the Human 
Person.  On this theme the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (“USCCB”), states as follows:

The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and 
that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a 
moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the 
principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is 
under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia. Human life 
is threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research and the 
use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in 
war or terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching calls 
on us to work to avoid war. Nations must protect the right to life 
by finding effective ways to prevent conflicts and resolve them 
by peaceful means. We believe that every person is precious, 
that people are more important than things, and that the 
measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances 
the life and dignity of the human person.

The USCCB goes on to proclaim: “The Church is a sign and a 
safeguard of the dignity of the human person. As a religious 
organization our purpose it is to help bring about the reign of 
God in history.  The social mission is ‘constitutive’ not extra-
curricular or optional.” 

CST calls us to actively seek out ways to bring about a more just 
society, to live out our call to holiness, even while living within 
the challenges of a changing world.  Reflect on the opportunities 
you had today to treat other humans with respect.  Did you see 
Christ in persons you encountered regardless of race, class, age, 
or perceived ability?

If you are interested in learning more about CST, visit the USCCB 
website at www.usccb.org for more articles and resources. 
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Advent:  The Nativity and the Second Coming
by Charlie Johnston

Advent, the English translation of the Latin word 
adventus, which means “coming,” is often thought 
of as the time leading up to the birth of Christ.  
While this is right, it is only half right.  The season of 
advent is a time to prepare our hearts and souls for 
the coming of the Messiah.  We wait in spirit with 
the people of Israel as they waited for hundreds of 
years for their Messiah, but we also prepare and 
wait for the return of that same Messiah.  We say 
it every Sunday when we recite the creed, “He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead…,” 
but how many times in the day do we really stop 
to think about it?  This is what advent is all about, 
preparation and readiness, both for the first and 
second comings.
The Nativity
Advent used to be more of a penitential season, 
similar to the season of Lent, some eastern churches 
still call advent “Little Lent.”  Although, Advent was 
only penitential through popular piety and never 
officially a time of penance, it has lost much of its 
penitential nature since Vatican II.  Nevertheless, 
we can still take the time to prepare our hearts 
for the coming of the Savior. We wait in joyful 
anticipation, much like Israel waited all those years 
for the Messiah, we now join them in waiting.  In this 
waiting, we should anticipate the coming of Christ 
into our own hearts, the same way that He came to 
the manger in Bethlehem 2000 years ago.
The Second Coming of Christ
As I said before, the other focus of Advent is on the 
second coming of Christ.  In my opinion, this other 
focus is even more important because it has real 
eternal implications for us; when Christ returns it 
is to judge the nations.  As the catechism says in 
paragraph 682:
CCC 682: When he comes at the end of time to judge 
the living and the dead, the glorious Christ will reveal 
the secret disposition of hearts and will render to each 
man according to his works, and according to his 
acceptance or refusal of grace.
Preparing ourselves for the first coming of Christ at 
Christmas is more of a memorial, and a symbolic 
waiting, but waiting for the second coming is real 

and imminent.
CCC 673: Since the Ascension Christ’s coming in glory 
has been imminent, even though “it is not for you to 
know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by 
his own authority.” This eschatological coming could be 
accomplished at any moment, even if both it and the 
final trial that will precede it are “delayed.”
So, how do we properly prepare ourselves for 
Christ’s return?  By picking up our cross daily and 
following Him.  And he said to all, “If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me.”  Luke 9:23.  The 
catechism expands on this passage from Luke in 
paragraph 1435.
CCC 1435: Conversion is accomplished in daily life 
by gestures of reconciliation, concern for the poor, 
the exercise and defense of justice and right, by 
the admission of faults to one’s brethren, fraternal 
correction, revision of life, examination of conscience, 
spiritual direction, acceptance of suffering, endurance 
of persecution for the sake of righteousness. Taking up 
one’s cross each day and following Jesus is the surest 
way of penance.
Practice the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy, 
make it your point do at least one each day.  These 
works of mercy don’t earn you salvation, but they 
shape you more to the will of God and make your 
heart more like His.  We must be repentant and seek 
God while we can. We must repent and cooperate 
with God’s grace in our lives, and not just during 
Advent, but let this season be a reminder for the 
imminent return of our Lord.
Come, Lord Jesus.



YOUTH MINISTRY
Being There for Them 
by Barb Nicol

Being there for them.  This is what parish youth 
minister Rob Corwin says he is most looking forward 
to regarding the start of the new religious education 
year for the 9th–12th grade students at St. Andrew’s.  
Like most parishes in the Diocese, St. Andrew’s does 
not have structured religion classes in the summer 
months.  As this year begins, there will be challenges 
for the Core Team and the teens, but the team 
believes you have to start sometime. 
One apparent change for religious education this 
year is the start date itself.  Beginning on October 
4th, classes will begin several weeks later than 
normal.  Also, the start time for the Teen Mass has 
changed to 2:00 p.m. on Sundays with additional 
programming to follow after Mass.  This start time is 
new to the diocese but may be beneficial to families 
with teens. 
Of course, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, masks 
will be worn, social distancing will be encouraged, 
and there will be no snacks and drinks at the 
gatherings.  Yes, teens without food—oh my!!  
However, if someone is still not feeling comfortable 
about gathering in-person, weekly sessions will be 
offered online.  All are welcome!

At our parish, Life Teen begins with Mass. What 
a great way to start!  The music and the homily 
at the Teen Mass are geared toward the younger 
generation; the message addresses the challenges 
they are facing.  The programming sessions after 
Mass also follow the format of a Mass.  Participants 
gather, proclaim, break, and are sent forth. 
Throughout the year, Life Teen presents four 
different topics to examine being led by the spirit of 
truth found in our Catholic faith traditions.  This year 
the first topic is very timely and important.  The title 
is “Racism: At the Table.” 
Most members of this year’s Life Teen Core Team 
have been together for about eight years. That is a 
lot of experience and that is a lot of love.  You can 
hear the excitement in Rob Corwin’s voice as he 
speaks about what the team will experience while 
sharing faith and letting teens be teens.  “Young 
people are worth it at this parish.” he says.  “There’s 
a lot for us to be excited about in youth ministry 
right now.”  Beyond a shadow of a doubt, those 
words are from the heart. 
The parish is truly blessed to have such a great team 
in place.  This team will provide a place for teens 
to gather and get to the truth of the faith.  Please 
know that all prayers for the teens and the team are 
welcome, important, and appreciated—all year. 

Pray, hope and don’t worry.  God is merciful and will hear your 
prayers.

         - St. Padre Pio

Prayer leads us forward in hope.

   - Pope Francis

If we live in trust, rather than fear, we can withstand the most 
frightening storms.

                - Bishop Robert Barron
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