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and amazingly his request was granted.  The 
priest and nine others were taken away to die.  

We entered Block 11, a brick building that housed the SS court 
that sentenced prisoners to die for various offenses. They would 
be taken outside into an open lot and shot next to the “Death 
Wall”.  In the basement of Block 11, prisoners were tortured.  
Hundreds of them were killed in experiments with the pesticide 
Zyklon B, which released cyanide poison and was later employed 
in the gas chambers of Auschwitz.  The hallways were very 
narrow and everyone had to walk single file.  No photos allowed.  
Then I passed by Cell 18 where Fr. Kolbe was held with the 
other nine.  Guards and prison workers claimed that they heard 
prayers and hymns coming from this cell and after about two 
weeks, when the cell was needed, the guards found the prisoners 
dead but Fr. Kolbe still alive.  He was executed with an injection 
of carbolic acid and his body taken to the cremation ovens.

Cell 18 was barred and dark.   I passed by it in just seconds.  
Inside was a large candle and a plaque in memory of Fr. Kolbe’s 
martyrdom.  I put my hand inside the bars to touch the wall of the 
cell.  Then everyone had to move on through the SS torture chamber.

Our tour concluded at the gas chamber.  Outside the entrance 
was the gallows where camp commander and SS officer 
Rudolf Hoss was executed following his conviction for war 
crimes.  He and his wife and five children once lived in a nice 
villa just yards away.  A slope led down into the barren gas 
chamber.  It had some bare light bulbs and openings in the 
ceiling where Zyklon B cyanide gas was poured in.  As we exited 

we passed the cremation ovens where the bodies of Fr. Kolbe 
and thousands of others were reduced to smoke and ash.

The night before this grim day our group was at a traditional 
restaurant and entertained by Polish folk dancers and 
musicians.  By the end of the evening they had everyone on 
the floor dancing, singing, and laughing.  The Third Reich’s 
goal of destroying the Polish people was a total failure, just as 
its plan to eliminate the Jews from Europe was crushed by the 
Allied forces 75 years ago.  The Jewish people thrive to this day.

A few days later, my wife and I stood at a non-descript apartment 
parking lot in Berlin.  This was the site of the Fuhrerbunker, 
the last holdout of the dictator Adolf Hitler whose body was 
incinerated there in a bomb crater as the last remains of his 
Third Reich were pulverized by Soviet artillery.  His murderous 
regime tried to erase Fr. Maximillian Kolbe, but years later 
Kolbe was canonized by Pope Paul VI and then declared 
a saint by John Paul II.  Franciszek Gagowniczek, the man 
saved by Fr. Kolbe, was at the Vatican for both ceremonies.

Today, St. Maximillian Kolbe is the patron saint of drug addicts 
and prisoners. The Diocese of Phoenix is planning to build 
a drug rehabilitation center based on Catholic spirituality in 
Northern Arizona – it will be called the Kolbe Mission and you 
can learn more and donate at kolbemission.com.  The legacy 
of Christian love and sacrifice demonstrated by Fr. Kolbe 
in the hellhole of human cruelty and degradation that was 
Auschwitz lives on.  From the Gospel of St. John 1:5, “The light 
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.”
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The most deadly poison of our times is indifference.  And this happens, although the praise of 
God should know no limits.  Let us strive, therefore, to praise him to the greatest extent of our 

powers.
          - St. Maximilian Kolbe

A Pilgrimage to Auschwitz
by Brian J. Tindell

This summer my wife Irene and 
I joined a group from St. Mary’s 
parish in Chandler, led by Father 
Dan McBride, to visit significant 
religious sites in Poland and 
Germany.  What caught my 
attention when I first saw the 
itinerary was a planned visit to 
Auschwitz, the infamous Nazi 
death camp in Poland.  I taught 
about the Holocaust for years in 
my career as a history teacher 
and became friends with Carl 
Ofisher, an Auschwitz survivor 
who would come to my school 
every spring to tell students of 
his experiences.  I always wanted 
to see Auschwitz for myself 
and here was the opportunity. 

Every year I told my students the 
story of St. Maximillian Kolbe, 
a Catholic priest who died in 
Auschwitz in place of another 
prisoner.  Father Kolbe has been 
an inspiration to me and I’m sure 
millions of others, an example of 
pure Christian self-sacrifice.  Our 
visit would include seeing the cell 
where Fr. Kolbe was martyred.

A few days after arriving in 
Warsaw our group visited 
Niepokalanow, the monastery 
founded by Fr. Kolbe in 1927.  
We toured the original wooden 
chapel and saw the simple room 
Fr. Kolbe lived in, with just a bed, 
a desk, and telephone.  The walls 
only had a crucifix and a portrait 
of Christ.  Fr. Kolbe and the 
monks ran a printing press and a 
radio station.  Following the Nazi 
invasion of Poland, they sheltered 
thousands of Polish refugees 
including many hundreds of Jews.  

Today it has become a major 
pilgrimage site, whose visitors 
have included Pope John Paul 
II.  It includes a museum and a 
massive basilica dedicated to 
St. Mary Immaculate.  Fr. Kolbe 
was deeply devoted to the Virgin 
Mary.  The basilica also has a 
perpetual adoration chapel with 
a silver statue of Mary, glowing 
with a large monstrance in her 
breast.  The adoration chapel 
of Niepokalanow can be viewed 
live online 24 hours a day.

Fr. Kolbe was arrested in early 1941 
for printing anti-Nazi articles and 
assisting refugees.  He ended up 
as prisoner #16670 in Auschwitz, a 
former army camp near the town 
of Oswiecim, which the Third Reich 
turned into a prison for enemies 
of the state.  When Nazi Germany 
enacted the Final Solution in 1942, 
the death camp was expanded 
into Auschwitz II Birkenau, which 
exterminated millions of Jews and 
others from around Europe during 

the remainder of World War II.  
Nothing can really prepare you to 
visit Auschwitz except for a basic 
understanding of what this hellish 
nightmare place was all about.  
We met up with a young woman 
who served as guide for our group 
and she took us to the infamous 
entry to the camp, featuring the 
gate with the morbid logo Arbeit 
Macht Frei –“work sets you free.”  
It was a hot summer day but 
peaceful and quiet, with green 
trees around the blockhouses 
and chirping birds in the air.  
We saw fences with electrified 
wire and skull and crossbones 
signs with the words Halt! Stoj!  

We entered a museum that told 
the story of the Final Solution 
and the mass deportation of 
Jews from all over the continent 
to this place.  Then a room filled 
with possessions left behind by 
the condemned: artificial limbs, 
thousands of spectacles, piles 
of luggage marked with names 
and addresses, mountains of 
shoes including little children’s.  
And, there was a display case 
of mounds of human hair, 
which the SS shaved off female 
prisoners to make fabric.  

Fr. Kolbe and other prisoners 
worked at hard labor in this 
camp.  One day during roll call it 
was evident that a prisoner had 
escaped.  The SS Hauptsturmfuhrer 
Karl Fritzsch ordered that ten 
prisoners be starved to death 
as punishment and a warning 
against future escape attempts.  
One of the men selected was 
Franciszek Gajowniczek who 
immediately began wailing for 
his wife and children.  Fr. Kolbe 
stepped forward and offered to 
take the place of Gajowniczek 
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St. Andrew’s Unique Boutique is Back!

by Susan Zeck

We are excited to announce the return 
of St. Andrew’s premier holiday Unique 
Boutique coming up in November this 
year.  It is joyfully anticipated, especially 
since it could not be held for the past 
two years due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
This year is extra special, marking the 
30th Anniversary of the Boutique!  So, 
mark your calendars!  Save the dates!  
Get ready to shop, socialize, snack, and 
support your St. Andrew Community!   

Here are the dates you need to know:

Thursday, November 3rd, 5 to 9 pm.  
The Preview Dinner is sponsored by our 
own Knights of Columbus (KOC).  This 
is a ticketed event, and the cost is $25 
per person.  Your ticket gets you the 
delicious meal, drinks, and dessert plus 
the dining experience in the beautifully 
decorated courtyard.  It also includes 
early entry for your exclusive first 
choice shopping at the Unique Boutique 
in Hennessey Hall.   There will be 400 
dinner tickets available, which will be 
sold before and after weekend Masses 
for five weeks prior to the event and can 
also be purchased at the parish office.

Friday and Saturday, November 4th 
& 5th,  9am to 7pm.   The Unique 
Boutique will be open to all, the public 

and parishioners, for shopping and 
purchasing raffle  tickets for a chance to 
win one of the many enticing gift baskets.  
KOC will have some lunch options for 
purchase.  Tell your families and friends!

Sunday, November 6th, 8am to 1pm.   
This is the last opportunity for everyone 
to shop and the last chance to buy raffle 
tickets for the gift baskets.  The drawing 
will be held in the courtyard right after 
the doors to the hall are officially closed.  
You are all welcome to stay and see if 
you are a winner, but you do not have 
to be present. You will be notified by 
phone and can pick up your prize in 
the parish office at your convenience.

Gift Basket Raffle.  Tickets are priced 
at $1 each or six for $5.  There will be 
a wonderful variety of gift baskets to 
choose from and each will have a ticket 
receptacle in front of it.  The baskets will 
be on display in the courtyard before 
and after all weekend Masses for five 
weekends before the event.  (September 
24 -25, October 8-9, 15-16,  22-23, and 29-
30.) Tickets will be available on those dates 
and throughout the actual Boutique until 
preparation for the drawing on Sunday. 

Volunteer Recruitment.  Sign up before 
or after Mass on September 10–11.  
Many volunteers are needed to help sell 
raffle tickets and dinner tickets prior to 
the event.  Help is also needed to set up 
and decorate the hall and the courtyard.  

The Bake Sale is always a big hit and, 
therefore, requires many baked goods 
which will be accepted November 2 - 5.  
Watch for sign-up sheets.  Assistance is 
also needed during the Boutique to work 
as greeters, floaters, security, and to staff 
bakery and tamale sales.   Lastly, help 
is needed for take down and clean up.

What makes this Boutique so Unique?  All 
vendors are required to provide hand-
crafted items for sale, homemade only is 
the theme.  This enables you to find some 
really unique gifts.  It is the largest fund-
raising event for St. Andrew , providing 
revenue for various ministry projects 
and supporting the parish community.  
The event promotes fellowship 
among parishioners because so many 
volunteers are needed to make this 
work and they are happy to participate.

Joan Dayog and Lisa Hattula are co-chairs 
of the Unique Boutique this year.  It’s the 
first time they have worked together in 
this role, but both have a huge amount of 
experience with past Boutiques.  Lisa, who 
has been a parishioner for 31 years, has 
been involved in the Boutique as a vendor 
and/ or volunteer for 30 years.  Joan 
has worked just about every volunteer 
position needed at the Boutique (“except 
cooking”)  in the nine years she has 
been a parishioner here.  They are both 
very excited and enthusiastic about the 
changes being made this year and they are 
planning for a fun-filled, successful event.
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They are hoping for 55 vendors and already have close 
to that number in applications.  If you are interested in 
being a vendor, you can check if there is still space by 
contacting Joan or Lisa at boutique@standrewchandler.com.  

The set up will be different this year, with each vendor taking in 
their own payments.  The entry cost is a flat fee, depending on the 
size of the space size and there is no profit percentage donation.  
The spaces are larger this year.  For the first time, two vendors will 
be in the courtyard; one of them will be selling fresh kettle corn!

You will find a wonderful variety of items offered by the 
vendors including jewelry, candles, florals, holiday decorations, 
metal and wood décor, fabrics, baby and kids clothes and 
toys, foods including tamales, toffee, fudge, and more!  

Grow Haiti’s Children and our KOC will be selling goods for their 
charities.  The bakery will offer a wide variety of sweets and 
treats.  There will be a Christmas tree, music, and maybe Santa 
will stop by.  It’s going to be a festive celebration.  Food, fun 
and fellowship – what more could you ask for while you shop?

The Gift Basket Raffle donations are coming in and there 
are some exciting items. There will be baskets featuring 
Christmas, board and video games, craft beers, coffee, wines, 
kitchen collections, pets, liquor, fitness, babies, children’s 
toys, restaurants, sports, religious items, and more.  It’s 
going to be hard to choose where to put those tickets!

Please watch for more information about the Unique Boutique in the 
Bulletin, Friday Flash, and in the scrolling messages before Mass. 
Please volunteer to help out if you can.  Hope to see you there!

KNIGHT’S CORNER
Knights Charities in the Community

by Dan Blomberg, PGK

Knights of Columbus Council 9482 at St. Andrew the Apostle 
Catholic Church was formed 35 years ago and is one of the most 
active Councils in the State of Arizona and globally.  Every Knights 
event, that we conduct each year, does not happen without the 
wonderful support and love of St. Andrew’s parishioners and 
the support of Father Teilo, Father Edward and the St. Andrew 
staff! Our primary mission is focused on the care of our Parish 
and its priests in any capacity. Two of the many charities we 
support throughout the year that you may not have heard too 
much about are The Justa Center and Recreational Horizons.

Our Veterans support is our ongoing patriotic mission we share 
all year. We have two drives throughout the year: Memorial Day 
Operation Restoring Veterans Hope and our Warmth for Veterans. 
We also have our Veterans Brunch we serve on Veterans Day 
weekend in support for all the Veterans we have at the Parish as 
well as the many Veterans in the Knights of Columbus. These drives 
support the VA Hospital up in Prescott and Operation Restoring 
Veterans Hope in Phoenix, but a big recipient is the Justa Center.

The Justa Center located in downtown Phoenix was brought to 
our attention by Brother Knights connection, many years ago. 
The mission of the Justa Center is to “provide life-sustaining 
resources, services, and support to assist homeless seniors on 
their path back to housing, and supportive services to help prevent 
seniors from becoming homeless.” Of the homeless people 
they assist, people 55 years and older, about half are veterans. 
Homelessness, for this group of people was something we as 
Knights and our brother veterans could not fathom. We jumped 
right in with our support for this organization. We now conduct 
two drives each year, the first of which is the collection of coats, 
sweatshirts, socks and shirts, while the second is the collection 
of personal hygiene items. In addition, the Justa Center provides 
housing, so it needs furniture and household products to fill 
those homes. From time to time we have parishioners looking to 
donate furniture, which we collect and then deliver to the center. 
We have toured the organization many times and have Brother 
Knights who go down to the center multiple times throughout the 

week to help distribute food, household items, and assist with 
wellness checks. The center also offers its address as a home 
address for many of these veterans and other seniors so they 
may receive their government financial support. The Justa Center 
is a day center (not open at night) and the varied resources and 
services they provide are the reasons why we support them. The 
Knights at St. Andrew the Apostle encourage you to go to their 
web site and find out more about this wonderful organization. 
When you see our drives for veterans, this organization is 
one of our biggest recipients. hXps://www.justacenter.org/.

Another Charity generously supported by the Knights is 
Recreational Horizons. Recreational Horizons is a nonprofit, all 
volunteer organization that for more than 40 years has provided 
unique travel experiences for intellectually disabled students and 
adults. Recreational Horizons works a booth at Cardinal Stadium 
to generate funds needed to support a majority of their budget. 
Recreational Horizons came to the Knights because they were 
struggling to generate enough income from their small booth to 
fund their needs. They thought that if the Knights could join them, 
they could generate more revenue by possibly moving to a larger 
booth. The Knights were all in. We are proud to work alongside 
these wonderful people of Recreational Horizons and to assist 
them in supporting their wonderful mission. The funds the 
Knights raise also go to support our many Charities. This is a bond 
we cherish and will continue to support. So, if you are at Cardinal 
Stadium, for a football game, concert or the Fiesta bowl, please 
look for us at booth 437. The Knights at St. Andrew the Apostle 
encourage you to go to their web site and find out more about 
this wonderful organization. https://www.recreationalhorizons.
org/.100% of our collection goes to this Charity. 

Our dedication to our parish and priests, our community 
and our Charities is our whole mission.  Thank You to 
Father Teilo, Father Edward, the parish staff and you, our 
wonderful parishioners, for your tremendous 
support for the Knights of Columbus.

PS: Interested in becoming a Knight? Members of 
the Knights are at each mass. Look for the men 
in red polo shirts. They will be glad to help. you. 
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Blessed be God.*
Blessed be His Holy Name.*
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.*
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.*
Blessed be His Most Sacred Heart.
Blessed be His Most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar.*
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.*
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.*
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.
Blessed be God in His angels and in His Saints.*

May the heart of Jesus, in the Most Blessed Sacrament,
be praised, adored, and loved with grateful affection,
at every moment, in all the tabernacles of the world,
even to the end of time.  

Amen.

ZOOMING IN
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FATHER ROBERT FAREWELL 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

THE DIVINE PRAISES
A History of the Prayer
by Susan Zeck

If you have attended Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, then 
you will be familiar with the Divine Praises.  They are traditionally 
recited or sung at the conclusion of Eucharistic Adoration during 
the Benediction rite.  The prayer is a brief, beautiful litany of 
praises recited line by line, first by the presider then repeated in 
unison by the congregation.  It may also be said as a private prayer.

Father Luigi Felici, an Italian Jesuit, composed The Divine Praises 
in 1797 as a reparation for the blasphemy and profanity going 
on at that time.  He wanted to make up for the disrespect 
and misuse of God’s name and, thus, it is considered an 
expiatory prayer.  Father Felici wrote in Italian. The prayer was 
translated to Latin, then English and many other languages. 

The original prayer had only 8 lines (as marked by * 
above).  Pope Pius VII approved the prayer and attached an 
indulgence for its recitation in 1801.  It was included in the 
customary prayers for Benediction some time after that.  

Six other popes have each contributed a phrase to the prayer 
resulting in the 14 Blessed be lines used today.  Each pope added a 
response related to a devotion that he wanted to emphasize or a 
doctrine to clarify.  Here is a quick summary by date added, pope 
and subject: 1851, Pope Pius IX - Immaculate Conception; 1897, 
Pope LeoXIII - Sacred Heart; 1921, Pope Benedict XV - St. Joseph; 
1952, Pope Pius XII - Assumption; 1960, Pope John XXIII - Precious 
Blood; 1964, Paul VI - Holy Spirit.  It is interesting that The Holy Spirit 
was finally added during Vatican II—167 years after the original!

Father Felici wrote this prayer at the end of the 18th century.  What 
would he think today?  God and His name are contemptuously 
disrespected in conversation, music, and the media every day.  
St. Gemma Galgani used the Divine Praises as her spiritual 
weapon against the attacks from the devil which plagued her.  

Many priests have suggested that this prayer be said when 
you encounter an offense to God or the Blessed Mother.  
The Divine Praises can be recited in less than two minutes 
and beautiful musical renditions can be found online.

If you would like to participate in Benediction, it occurs 
twice a week here at St. Andrew.  You will receive a special 
blessing and pray the Divine Praises with the congregation.  
It is held every Wednesday at 6:00pm and every Saturday 
about 4:30pm.  Both times are at the conclusion of 
Eucharistic Adoration and before an evening Mass.  You are 
welcome to attend a Holy Hour, Benediction, and the Mass. 
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On the Trail of St. John Paul II
by Brian J. Tindell

On a hot late summer night in 
1987 my then-fiancée Irene and 
I sat on the metal bleachers of 
Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe with 
thousands of others attending a 
Mass celebrated by Pope John Paul 
II.  We had seen the Holy Father 
that morning when his motorcade 
arrived at St. Mary’s Basilica in 
downtown Phoenix and heard 
him address the massive crowd 
from the church’s balcony.  With 
some luck we discovered that our 
parish still had some tickets for 
the Mass that evening and so we 
were there as John Paul II wrapped 
up his historic visit to Phoenix.

I was not a Catholic at that time, 
but John Paul II was a leader I 
greatly admired.  He fearlessly 
stood up to the Communist 
regime in his native Poland and he 
gently forgave the man who shot 
him in as assassination attempt in 
St. Peter’s Square.  My wife Irene 
grew up in the Philippines and 
when she was going to school in 
Manila, John Paul II visited her 
country.  She was living near where 
the pope was staying, so she saw 
him frequently as his motorcade 
went to and from various events.

Included in our trip to Poland this 
summer, with a group from St. 
Mary’s parish in Chandler, were 
stops in the town of Wadowice 
and the city of Krakow—both very 
important landmarks in the life 
of John Paul II.  Wadowice is an 
out-of-the-way place that would 
be unknown today except that it 
is the birthplace of Karol Wojtyla 
who went on to become bishop, 
cardinal, and pope.  Karol was 
born in a modest one-bedroom 

apartment in town and lived 
there until age 18 when he moved 
to Krakow to attend college.

Across the lane from the apartment 
is the Church of the Presentation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, where 
our group celebrated Mass with 
our leader Father Dan McBride.  
Karol Wojtyla was baptized in 
this church and attended Mass 
there as he grew up. He could see 
the church from his apartment 
window.  Like many churches we 
visited in Poland, this one was awe-
inspiring with impressive artwork 
and numerous side chapels.

I was hoping to tour the museum 
of John Paul’s birthplace, but our 
group had no reservations.  After 
Mass, our tour guide told us that 
she had inquired at the ticket office 
and found that we would be able 
to buy tickets to see the museum.  
Irene and I ventured inside.  The 
downstairs of the building, once 
a department store, now has 
various exhibits from the history 
of Wadowice and Karol Wojtyla’s 
youth, including a signed school 
graduation certificate with Karol’s 
photo and a white scapular that 
he received at his first communion 
which he wore the rest of his life.

There are displays devoted to 
John Paul’s love of the outdoors, 
particularly skiing, and we saw 
his skis, boots, and jacket that he 
wore on his excursions into the 
mountains, which he continued 
throughout his pontificate.  

Upstairs is the apartment where 
Karol Wojtyla was born, featuring 
a few items from his family and 
other period furnishings.  We 
entered a small family room 
with a cabinet and a couch, a 

bookshelf, table and lamp.  The 
pope’s mother, Emily, died when 
he was only 9 years old.  Raised 
thereafter by his father, Karol Sr., 
young “Lolek” and his dad would 
sometimes push the furniture 
aside and play soccer in this room.

Next is the bedroom where Karol 
was born and beyond that is a 
kitchen and dining area with a 
stove and table and a window 
overlooking the church.  At the 
doorway is tiny font that held holy 
water.  Karol and his father would 
dip their fingers and make the sign 
of the cross whenever they entered.

From the apartment the museum 
opens into different hallways that 
chronicle Karol Wojtyla’s clerical 
career, including cassocks he wore 
as priest and cardinal and his fedora 
and briefcase.  There is the white 
cassock and zucchetto he wore 
when he first greeted the faithful 
in St. Peter’s Square following 
his election as pope in 1978.  

The museum contains other 
memorabilia of his pontificate, like 
the 9mm pistol that was used in an 
assassination attempt and a Bible 
that a nun was reading aloud to 
John Paul II as he was dying in the 
Apostolic Palace in the Vatican in 
April, 2005.  When the Holy Father 
breathed his last, the nun stopped 
reading and wrote “Amen” in 
pencil at the last verse he heard.

ST. JOHN PAUL II ST. JOHN PAUL II (CONT.)
As you might expect, the large plaza outside the 
museum features souvenir shops and a bakery 
where you can sample kremowka papieska, a cream 
cake that was a favorite of Karol’s.  Our tour bus next 
took us to Krakow where Karol Wojtyla and his father 
moved when it was time for him to attend college.  

Krakow is an old, impressive city, its ancient 
defensive walls now replaced by green parks, but 
you can still see medieval fortifications here and 
there.  On a hill overlooking the city is the castle that 
was home to Polish kings and the Wawel Cathedral 
where young Karol Wojtyla assisted at Mass and 
later said his first Masses when he became a priest.

During some free time in Krakow, I left my wife Irene 
and her family to shop for amber at a market in the 
city center and I wandered off to find a few other key 
locations in the life of John Paul II.  At 19 Kanonicza 
Street is the Archdiocese Museum, right down the hill 
from the cathedral.  This is where Father Wojtyla lived 
from 1951-63 when he was Bishop of Krakow.  It’s a 
museum today and upstairs I was able to pass through 
the small apartment that was his home – a bookcase, 
closet, table, and desk with a small typewriter.  On the 
wall is a crucifix and an icon of the Black Madonna, 
the most sacred relic in Poland.  There’s also a record 
player and Bishop Wojtyla’s hat and briefcase are left 
on a chair as if he had just stepped out of the room.  

Downstairs the museum has various mementoes 
from John Paul II’s career such as papal vestments 
and a chair he used during a pastoral visit home 

after his election as pope.  There is a sash with 
John Paul II’s coat of arms.  The bloodstained one 
he wore when he was wounded in an assassination 
attempt is on display next to the Black Madonna 
icon in Czestochowa, the most sacred place 
in Poland, which we visited on a previous day.

One more place to see, the Archbishop’s Palace on 3 
Franciszkanska Street.  When he was a seminarian, 
Karol Wojtyla was sheltered here during the final 
months of the Second World War.  He lived here 
when serving as archbishop and cardinal from 
1963 until he was elected pope in 1978.  There is 
the papal window, where John Paul II would speak 
to crowds when he was archbishop and when he 
would return home as pope.  Today a mosaic of 
John Paul II covers it.  Across the street is the Church 
of St. Francis of Assisi where Cardinal Wojtyla 
would slip away for quiet moments of prayer.

A few years ago, we visited the Vatican and saw the crypt 
where St. John Paul II is buried in St. Peter’s Basilica.  
He served as leader of the Catholic Church for over 
25 years and inspired millions, including me, with his 
piety, wisdom, and devotion to proclaiming the Gospel 
to a world in dire need of leadership and love.  When 
I became a Catholic I did so to share my wife’s faith 
but also because I had been moved by the devotion 
and sacrifice of believers like St. John Paul II.  He once 
said, “There is no cross to bear that Christ has not 
already borne for us and does not now bear with us.”
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Left
Papal window in Archbishop’s 
castle in Krakow

Top right
John Paul’s birthplace museum 
next to his childhood church in 
Wadowice, Poland

Bottom right
Archbishop museum in Krakow, 
formerly Karol Wojtyla’s 
residence
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ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY

The Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary
by Charlie Johnston

By the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter 
and Paul, and by our own authority, 
we pronounce, declare, and define 
it to be a divinely revealed dogma: 
that the Immaculate Mother of 
God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul into heavenly glory.
- Pope Pius XII in 
Munificentissimus Deus on 
November 1, 1950

August 15th is the Feast of The 
Assumption of The Virgin Mary, 
although the feast is ancient, the 
doctrine was only dogmatically 
defined in 1950 by Pope Pius XII. 
Does this mean that Pope Pius XII 
just invented this belief? Not at all!  
When a doctrine is dogmatically 
defined it doesn’t mean it was 
just invented. The Church never 
“invents” doctrine, but sometimes 
a doctrine is accepted and 
believed by the faithful but has 
never been officially and infallibly 

defined by the Church. This is 
what took place in 1950, and 
many times throughout Church 
history, when the Church made 
official and infallible, what it had 
already taught for centuries.

This feast has been observed 
since at least the 6th century, 
and probably much earlier than 
that. The belief in the Blessed 
Virgin Mary’s assumption has 
been a part of the church since 
the days of the Apostles. Although 
this doctrine is not supported 
by direct scriptural evidence, 
it is nonetheless supported 
by implied scriptural proofs.

This Marian dogma, like 
the other three of the four 
Marian dogmas, is often 
misunderstood by Catholics and 
misconstrued by non-Catholics. 
Let’s first look at what it is not.

What the Assumption is not
Assumption is not the same as 
Ascension. Jesus ascended into 
heaven.  To ascend is to rise up 
by your own power, so Jesus 
raised himself up to heaven by 
His own power. Assumption 
means to be pulled up by another, 
this means that Mary was 
assumed by the power of God.

To say that Mary ascended into 
heaven is not just grammatically 
incorrect, it is also theologically 
wrong. If Mary ascended, then 
she had the power to ascend 
to heaven, only God has that 
power, and Mary is not God. 
So, Mary was assumed into 
heaven, by the power of God, in 
a way similar to Enoch and Elijah.

Persons being assumed into 
heaven is Biblically based
To those that argue Mary’s 
assumption is a farfetched 
proposal, just look at Enoch 
and Elijah. Both Old Testament 
characters were bodily assumed 
into heaven. Although the word 
“assumption” or “assumed” isn’t 
used, the same principle is in effect.

Enoch walked with God; and 
he was not, for God took him.
- Genesis 5:24

This verse doesn’t end with the 
“and he died,” that is included 
after every other person in the 
genealogy of Genesis 5. While this 
doesn’t exactly prove that Enoch 
was assumed into heaven, the fact 
that it doesn’t mention his death, 
but mentions the death of every 
other person in the genealogy, 
does lend this theory credence.

The next Old Testament instance 
of assumption is much more clear.

And as they still went on and 
talked, behold, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the 
two of them. And Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven.
- 2 Kings 2:11

Not to say that there even needs 
to be proof (if the Church teaches 
it then I believe it), but this verse 
seems to prove the concept 
of assumption is a viable one. 

The Dormation of the Virgin Mary
Did Mary die an earthly death 
before her assumption into 
heaven? Or was she assumed 
while still alive? I don’t know, 
and the church doesn’t 
officially hold either position.
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ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY (CONT.)
The Eastern Orthodox Church 
holds to a doctrine called the 
dormation of the Virgin Mary, this 
doctrine proposes that she fell into 
a deep coma like sleep and then 
was assumed three days later. The 
Catholic Church neither condemns 
nor endorses this belief. In his 
dogmatic defining of the doctrine 
of the assumption, Pope Pius XII 
intentionally left this issue open.

I believe that the historical 
evidence points toward Mary 
having died and then being 
assumed into heaven, this 
would also be more theologically 
consistent that she’d suffer an 
earthly death just like her Son. 
But faithful Catholics are free to 
believe in any of the three available 
options; that she died, that she 
fell into a dormation, or that she 
was assumed while still alive.

The Tomb of the Virgin Mary

If you’ve ever visited Jerusalem, 
you probably would’ve seen 
the tomb of the Virgin Mary. 
You would notice that it is an 
empty tomb, with some of the 

earliest church traditions saying 
that the Blessed Mother died 
while the Apostle Thomas was 
away, and when he returned to 
Jerusalem a few days later they 
opened the tomb for him to pay 
his respects and it was empty.

There are other apocryphal stories 
and traditions pertaining to the 
assumption of Mary, but the one 
thing that is conspicuously missing 
is a claim on her body. You will 
not find any church, museum or 
archeological site that claims to 
contain the bones of the Virgin 
Mary. No early local church claimed 
to have them and no church father 
wrote about where they were 
for the purpose of veneration. 
Considering that the Virgin Mary 
has been held in high esteem 
since the founding of the church, 
and that from those earliest days 
people have prayed over the 
bones of the saints, it is quite 
telling that there is never a claim 
that someplace held her body.

Why the Assumption is important
CCC 966: “Finally the Immaculate 
Virgin, preserved free from all stain 
of original sin, when the course of 
her earthly life was finished, was 
taken up body and soul into heavenly 
glory, and exalted by the Lord as 
Queen over all things, so that she 
might be the more fully conformed 
to her Son, the Lord of lords and 
conqueror of sin and death.” The 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is 
a singular participation in her Son’s 
Resurrection and an anticipation of 
the resurrection of other Christians.

God chose to assume the Virgin 
Mary into heaven, and God 
doesn’t do anything without 
reason. The Church teaches 
us that the Assumption is “an 

anticipation of the resurrection of 
other Christians,” what this means 
is that just as we can look to the 
life of Mary as an example of faith 
and holiness, so too can we look at 
her death and assumption as an 
example of what we can expect.

Mary, being the most perfect 
of all God’s creations, is the 
ultimate example of Christian 
virtue, and she is also the ultimate 
foreshadowing of things to come. 
We can all look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come, by 
looking at Christ’s Blessed Mother.

Pope Pius sums up why this 
doctrine matters at all, and 
why it’s so important to us 
as Catholics, in his encyclical 
that promulgated this feast.

And so, we may hope that those who 
meditate upon the glorious example 
Mary offers us may be more and 
more convinced of the value of 
a human life entirely devoted to 
carrying out the heavenly Father’s 
will and to bringing good to others. 
Thus, while the illusory teachings 
of materialism and the corruption 
of morals that follows from these 
teachings threaten to extinguish 
the light of virtue and to ruin the 
lives of men by exciting discord 
among them, in this magnificent 
way all may see clearly to what a 
lofty goal our bodies and souls are 
destined. Finally, it is our hope that 
belief in Mary’s bodily Assumption 
into heaven will make our belief 
in our own resurrection stronger 
and render it more effective.
- Munificentissium Deus, 42

Our Lady of the Assumption, pray 
for us. 
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